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YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

The team of clergy and lay-people who run our Services at the six churches are: 
Revd Mark Cannon (Priest in Charge) Tel: 015242 21030 
Revd Canon Norman and Dr Ann Dawson Tel: 015242 62936 
Amma Judith OCMM 
Sister Sue OCMM (Revd Canon Dr Sue Williams) 
Peter Osborne Tel: 015242 61029 
Mary Winter Tel: 015242 21784 

 
For further details please go to the Benefice website  

‘Benefice of East Lonsdale’ 
http://eastlonsdalebenefice.wordpress.com  

 
CHURCH CONTACTS 

 
WRAY 
HOLY TRINITY 

Judith Wrigley 
Ann Anderson 

Tel: 015242 21120 
Tel: 015242 21173 

   
TATHAM 
ST JAMES THE LESS 

Phyllis Holt 
Norman Dove 

Tel: 015242 21443 
Tel: 015242 21557 

   
TATHAM FELLS 
GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH 

Carole Butcher 
John Wilson 

Tel: 015242 63095 
Tel: 033300 62270 

   
TUNSTALL 
ST JOHN THE BAPTIST 

Sue Hunter Tel: 015242 72540 

   
MELLING 
ST WILFRID 

JAC Beeson Tel: 015242 21638 

   
LECK 
ST PETER 

Joan Withers Tel: 01539 724201 

 
 

This issue has been sponsored as a thank you 
to all who enjoyed Eric’s – Rick’s friendship  

in so many ways – church, committee meetings 
and music evenings 
from Margaret Baker 

 
Sponsorship: if you wish to sponsor an issue as an individual, 

in memory of someone, or as a business 
please call Carole on 015242 63095, the cost will be £55 

 

Copy date for the October and November 2016 issue 
Sunday 11th September 

 
 



 3 

EDITORIAL 
Welcome to this edition of our Benefice magazine and a very warm welcome to 
Amma Judith and Sister Sue as they take up residence amongst us in St Joseph’s 
House of Prayer based in Tunstall Vicarage. More details can be found in the 
enclosed flyer. 
The months seem to be passing us by with days on end of rain and wind and I feel 
so much for our precious farmers at times like this. Hopefully things will improve 
soon. In this issue you will find an account of a visit to a non church, some 
information about the Quaker Tapestry, Vision 2026, the little Benefice choir that 
meets each week. I wish you all a pleasant summer.                 Carole Butcher 

 
 
 

DIARY OF A LUNE VALLEY VICAR by Mark Cannon 
** ALERT – UNDERWEAR MENTIONS ** 
Tuesday: One of my colleagues asks me every morning without fail, ‘Have you got 
your armour on today?’ It took me a while to twig onto the fact that she was 
talking about the whole armour of God as described by St Paul. I just thought it 
was a warning that the senior partner was prowling around seeking whom he may 
devour as a roaring lion. Anyway, having established that she meant wearing 
armour made out of Christian virtues, I went on my way to make a cup of ‘poncey’ 
tea aka Earl Grey. I was also diverted by trying to read a text and log onto the 
cricket, so got into a bit of a tangle with a water heater and my mobile to such an 
extent that I got the best part of a pint of warm soapy water down the front of my 
trousers.  
My suit is from the luxury range at Matalan and is guaranteed to contain no 
natural materials whatsoever, and thus retained not a drop. It was my Y-fronts 
that did the heavy lifting, soaking up the water into their three-ply cotton 
embrace. I could wear the trousers but the underpants had to be removed. 
The rest of the day was somewhat curious as my unmentionables dried out in the 
filing cabinet and I attempted to move about as normal. I was, however, very 
aware that something was not quite right down below. As this is a church mag, I 
will not describe the full extent of the chafing, but was I glad to get home and 
sort everything out! 
Saturday: General Synod relaxes clothing rules for clergy. No need to wear 
dresses or silly hats anymore! His Grace the Archbishop did not go into the whole 
boxer shorts debate, but confirmed that what we wear makes a difference. 
We are, as CS Lewis pointed out ‘amphibians’ – a hybrid of animal and spiritual. 
Our physical state will often affect our spiritual health, thus for example we are 
commanded to kneel to pray. Our bodies cannot be allowed to overrule the spirit 
and, weak as they are, tired as they become, and self-centered as they ever will 
be, we need to clothe them with God’s grace to do His work. I was so 
uncomfortable on my pant-free day, and felt so much better with some armour. 
The same applies to God. You cannot follow Christ, naked, on your own. 
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 NEWS FROM OUR CHURCHES 
St Wilfrid’s, Melling 
 We had a lovely concert by world champion nyckelharpa player Josephina 
Paulson in April and also a baptism but otherwise it has been a very quiet period. 
 One wonderful thing has been the installation of our new all-year-round 
altar cloth, which is a joy to behold. The black and white photos of The Bell do not 
do justice to it but see photograph on page 7. This excellent addition to our 
church is the result of a group of individuals but I have to make particular 
reference to the handiwork of Marie Baker and Meredith Owen; thank you ladies. 
          JAC Beeson 
St Peter’s, Leck 
 We join with the whole Benefice in welcoming Amma Judith and Sister Sue 
when they join us at the beginning of September and we wish them a long and 
happy ministry amongst us. 
 We have had an eventful couple of months but were delighted to welcome 
Mabel Parr back to Leck when she took our Patronal Festival Service at the end of 
June and our thanks go to Peter Wodeman who played for us and guided the choir 
through their anthem with great skill! 
 We were pleased to be able to represent the Benefice along with Carole 
Butcher and John Wilson when we all attended the Visitation Service – Vision 2026 
at the Preston Guild Hall on 10th May. This was not only for the swearing in of the 
churchwardens but for the commissioning of the Vision Champions and we thank 
Jane Greenhalgh for taking on that role for the Benefice. The service included 
worship, songs and videos as well as presentations from the new Archdeacon of 
Blackburn, Mark Ireland, our own Archdeacon Michael and the Bishops of 
Blackburn, Burnley and Lancaster. It was a thoroughly enjoyable and uplifting 
occasion.             Joan Withers/ Ann Shuttleworth 
St John the Baptist, Tunstall 
 At the time of writing it is hard to believe that we are into July with the rain 
lashing against the windows and the wind howling but despite this the 
Churchyard looks magnificent. Not only that but we are now live with B4RN 
installed both of them thanks to Jon Randle Paley. 
 The church cleaning team did a wonderful job and had the Church looking 
sparkling for the wedding of Rebecca Elizabeth Laird and Christopher Maurice 
O’Callaghan’s on 2nd July where they were lucky enough to arrive in sunshine and 
have the photographs in a sunny window too. They signed the register in the 
newly refurbished Lady Chapel, which looks stunning with a new altar cloth with 
grateful thanks to Sue Aitchison and Nick Gillibrand, who has also arranged for 
the Chapel floor to be sanded soon. 
 Our book exchange in the tower has lots of fascinating holiday novels and 
more on your doorstep, do take advantage of this. 
 The nuns will arrive in Tunstall in early September and the opening of the 
Convent and licensing of the Revd Canon Dr Sue Williams as House for Duty 
Assistant Priest of our Benefice will take place in church on Wednesday 7th 
September at 7pm. This will be followed by refreshments in the village hall. 
 It is with great sadness that we say goodbye to Walter Storey who passed 
away in Lancaster Royal Infirmary. He will be very much remembered for his 
wonderful, kind, caring and warm personality. He ran the Post Office and shop for 
a long time and was remembered for his marvellous garden and selling his home 
grown produce. He will be missed by the whole community.                Sue Hunter 
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Good Shepherd Church, Tatham Fells 
 I begin with the sad news that our dear friend Eric Baker passed away 
suddenly at the end of May. Eric and Margaret were the driving force behind our 
new and extremely comfortable pew cushions. Amongst many other things they 
also painted the church gates, the lych gates and the boiler house door. Eric was a 
sidesman and occasionally read lessons in church. A funeral service followed by 
burial in the churchyard took place on Thursday 9th June. He will be greatly missed 
by us all and especially by Margaret and his family to whom we send condolences. 
 Our annual Parish Walk organised by Isaac Middleton took place on Saturday 
28th May. The walk, which was enjoyed by all, was on a beautiful day from The Old 
School to Dunsop Bridge (13 miles approx over the Salter Road) returning by bus. 
 Church members helped to serve refreshments at Peter and Bronwen’s 
Open Gardens at Clearbeck once again on Sundays 26th June and 3rd July. Our 
Garden Service led by Peter was at 6pm on Sunday 3rd July on the terrace 
overlooking Peter and Bronwen’s beautiful garden. This year our service was 
accompanied by the call of oyster catchers overhead and swallows swooping by. 

The private burial of Colin Carr, a former resident of Tatham Fells took 
place on Monday 11th July in our churchyard followed by a service of remembrance 
in church. Condolences go to the family and friends of Colin.       Carole Butcher 
 
Holy Trinity Church, Wray 
 We now have the luxury of a fantastic kitchen in the church. Our Coffee 
Morning held on Saturday 9th July in support of the ‘Defying Dementia’ research 
project initiated by Lancaster University was the first time it was put into use. We 
hope that members of the village will come to see the changes we are making to 
their church. It has taken a while to obtain the go-ahead for this venture and we 
thank John Ryle for making this happen against the odds. 
 Another ‘Messy Church’ was held on the 26th June. The numbers attending 
on that occasion were disappointing but those who came thoroughly enjoyed the 
activities and the bacon butties. 
 On the first Sunday of each month we continue to hold our congregation-led 
service of Evening Prayer at 2.30 in the afternoon. It is good to see everyone 
getting involved in both the service and the later get-together over tea and coffee. 
                Ann Anderson/Judith Wrigley 
St James the Less, Tatham 
 It has been ‘all go’ around here both inside and out and we have not 
finished yet! Inside the organ has gone to its new home at Long Marton near 
Appleby; we are sad to see it go but glad it has found a good home. There is now 
much more light from the big window which was behind it and the space it 
occupied has been freshly painted. Add our lovely new pew cushions in dark 
scarlet and a ‘deep’ clean by our dedicated band of helpers and our church looks 
magnificent, all in time for Polly Elder’s wedding on 16th July; may the sun shine 
on her special day. Outside, the Friends’ Garden Party at Wennington Hall was 
interrupted by a downpour between the main course and the sweet but it in no 
way detracted from the happy occasion. Last but not least the Jazz and Fizz 
evening at Station Farm more than survived the dismal weather forecast; another 
successful community event. We are so lucky to have such a great band of 
supporters. Surprise, surprise; we have just received the Faculty permitting us to 
carry out our plans for a brew-point and toilet – all systems go! At the time of 
going to press we are hoping to welcome many of our neighbours to the Benefice 
Service and picnic on Sunday 31st July when summer may have arrived. John Holt 
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CALENDAR OF SERVICES FOR AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 2016  
BCP= Book of Common Prayer 

*Sue and Judith = Sister Sue and Amma Judith 
 

AUGUST    
Sunday 7th Eleventh Sunday after Trinity   

9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) Tatham Mark 
9.30am Morning Service Melling Norman and Ann 

11.00am Family Service Tatham Fells Norman and Ann 
11.00am Sung Eucharist Leck Mark 
2.30pm Evening Prayer (BCP) Wray Congregation 

    
Sunday 14th  Twelfth Sunday after Trinity   

9.30am Holy Communion Wray Norman and Ann 
11.00am Morning Service Tatham Peter 
11.00am Sung Eucharist Tunstall Norman and Ann 
7.00pm Evening Prayer (BCP) Tatham Fells Peter 

    
Sunday 21st Thirteenth Sunday  

after Trinity 
  

9.30am Morning Service Wray Norman and Ann 
9.30am Holy Communion (BCP) Tatham Fells Mark 

11.00am Holy Communion Melling Norman and Ann 
11.00am Morning Prayer (BCP) Leck Mark 

    
Sunday 28th  Fourteenth Sunday  

after Trinity 
  

9.30am Morning Service Wray Peter 
9.30am Morning Prayer (BCP) Tatham Fells Mark 

11.00am  Holy Communion (BCP) Tatham Norman and Ann 
11.00am Morning Service Tunstall Mark 

    
SEPTEMBER    
Sunday 4th Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity   

9.00am Holy Communion (BCP) Tatham Mark 
9.30am Holy Communion Melling Norman and Ann 

11.00am Morning Service Tatham Fells Peter 
11.00am Sung Eucharist Leck Mark 
2.30pm Evening Prayer (BCP) Wray Congregation 

    
Sunday 11th  Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity   

9.30am Morning Service Wray Mark 
11.00am Holy Communion Tatham Norman and Ann 
11.00am Sung Eucharist for Tunstall, 

Melling and Leck 
Tunstall Sue and Judith 

4.00pm Evening Service followed by 
Barbeque  

Tatham Fells Mark 
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Sunday 18th  Seventeenth Sunday  
after Trinity 
Melling Harvest 

  

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) Wray Mark 
9.30am ‘Messy Church’ Wray Mark and Mary 
9.30am Holy Communion (BCP) 

for Tatham and Tatham Fells 
Tatham Fells Sue and Judith 

11.00am Harvest Festival  
with Melling School 

Melling Mark 

11.00am Morning Service Leck Peter 
    

Sunday 25th  Eighteenth Sunday  
after Trinity 
Harvest at Tatham 

  

9.30am Holy Communion Wray Sue 
9.30am Morning Prayer (BCP) Tatham Fells Mark 

11.00am Harvest Festival Service Tatham Sue 
11.00am Morning Prayer (BCP) Tunstall Mark 

 
 

FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

Tunstall, Wedding 
Christopher Maurice O Callaghan 
and Rebecca Elizabeth Laird 
 
Tatham Fells, Funeral 
Eric Maurice Baker 
 
Tatham Fells, Burial 
Lucas Colin Carr 
 

Wray, Burials 
Colin Jacobs 
June Ward 
 
Wray, Burial of ashes 
Mary Bastow (101) 
 
Melling, Baptism 
Alexander Gordon Smith 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Melling’s beautiful new altar cloth 
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VISITING A NON-CHURCH 
 Whenever we have visitors staying with us, one of our favourite places to 
take them is the Quaker Meeting House at Brigflatts, just south of Sedbergh. In its 
simplicity, and through its feeling of history, it gives you a deep sense of 
spirituality whenever you enter. Our friends, whatever their beliefs, tell us that this 
has affected them. 
 It is one of the very oldest Meeting Houses and it grew from the Vision that 
George Fox had when he was standing on top of Pendle Hill. He saw a place far to 
the north to which a multitude of people in white raiments were coming together. 
Later, when he himself came to Sedbergh, he identified it as the place of his 
vision. After his preaching to a great gathering of people from a rock on Firbank 
Fell the Vision began to be realised. A watercolour that I painted some years ago 
draws together the place and the vision: the people in white flooding into the 
building we know. I wanted it to be a tribute to hope in faith, which George Fox 
certainly had to the full. 
 Of course it was not intended to be a church. Fox opposed the organised 
religion of his day and referred to church, slightingly, as ‘steeple houses’. He 
believed in a direct personal relationship with God, through Jesus, which required 
no priestly mediation. 
 Brigflatts is a simple rectangular building with big 17th century windows 
through which you look out onto the fell tops above Rawthey. It has a narrow 
gallery round three sides, with simple benches below. Two particular things add 
to this historical aura: the pen inside the door where the dogs of members could 
be left during meetings, and the books of and about Basil Bunting. One of the 
greatest poets of the last century, Bunting’s long autobiographical poem is called 
‘Brigflatts’ and his grave is to be seen in the simple graveyard opposite the 
building.                 Peter Osborne 
 
 

 
Brigflatts Meeting House near Sedbergh 
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THE QUAKER TAPESTRY AT KENDAL 
 

I have been helping Bridget Guest to teach the stitches at the Quaker 
Tapestry in Kendal for around five years now. Mel Winstanley also helps and 
Bridget generously calls us her ‘Workshop Angels’. Two day courses enable 
students to learn the technique of transferring any image onto the specially woven 
wool fabric and to practise the simple stitches in a peaceful environment under 
our watchful eyes.  

We have recently introduced half day ‘taster workshops’ and these are 
proving very popular. So far this year we have had two taster classes, the first 
being of embroidered cup cakes and the second one ‘Summer Meadows’. At the 
time of going to press we are looking forward to the ‘Embellishment’ class at the 
end of July and ‘Autumn Harvest’ in September. Students have free access to the 
exhibition where displayed is the beautiful tapestry of George Fox preaching on 
Firbank Fell (referred to in Peter Osborne’s note on page 8). All the tapestries on 
display tell the story connected to the Quaker way of life and beliefs.  

The Quaker Meeting House in Kendal is a place where I can find utter peace 
as soon as I step through the door. As I sit doing my embroidery, and helping 
others, I can forget any worries or concerns I may have and rejoice in the craft of 
stitching and creating pictures which seem to ‘dance’ across the beautiful wool 
fabric. The technique was created with children in mind so anyone can have a go. 
Do take a look at the website and think about paying a visit or even joining a 
class; my telephone number is on the inside front page if you need to know more. 

         Carole Butcher 
 
 

 
 

Taster embroidery – Autumn Blackberries 2015 
embroidered on calico 
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VISION 2026 
 As many of you will have already heard, the Crossroads Mission will visit our 
Diocese September 8th – 11th in an effort to support and encourage us to sustain 
new initiatives in our churches and outreach projects. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to be involved in a new project which could positively move our 
churches forward. Several bishops from around the country will be visiting and 
giving their support to some of these initiatives, this can be anything at all inside 
or away from our churches which will have a positive effect on worship. 
 I have been appointed Vision Champion for the Benefice and my role is to 
encourage you all to get involved, especially if you have never done anything like 
this before. I also need to coordinate events so they do not clash with each other. 
This idea has already been rolled out in other dioceses to great effect. It is an 
opportunity which we may never get again so I urge you to Seize the Day! 
 If you wish to contact me my email is jane@greenhalgh2000.co.uk or phone 
01524805844, (you have to dial all the code as well as the number because it is a 
Vonage phone system). Thank you.     Jane Greenhalgh 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Over recent years we have lost one or two very important members of our rather 
cherished choir, among them Geoffrey Leech (our choirmaster) and Catherine 
Hannaford our only other Alto. We are a very friendly and welcoming group and 
would love to increase our number. You do not need to be a really regular church 
goer – you only need to want to sing. We have very good home made cakes and 
tea at half time and generally meet at Tunstall Church in summer and at The Old 
Manor House at Kirkby Lonsdale in winter. Our preferred day is a Friday but we 
would try and accommodate new members if they would prefer another day!  We 
are asked to sing for all sorts of occasions, such as weddings, festivals such as 
Harvest, and especially at Christmas. We feel ourselves to be rather special 
(however badly we sing!). If you would like to join us (and have a central place in 
the hearts of the six churches), please contact me, Fanny Leech by email at 
fanny.leech@gmail.com or by phone 015242 72009.         Fanny Leech 
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EVENTS AND INFORMATION 

ST JAMES THE LESS, TATHAM 
ANNUAL GRAND JUMBLE SALE 
ON SATURDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER 
AT HORNBY INSTITUTE AT 2PM 
We would be grateful for donations 
of good jumble, bric-a-brac (no 

electrical items) books, toys, home 
produce, cakes, plants etc. to be 

taken to the Institute on the morning 
or if you wish items to be collected  
Contact Linda 21486; Kay 21286 

or Brenda 03330051151 
Thanks for your continued support 

JOYFUL NOISE AND AFTER SCHOOL CLUB 
Joyful Noise is a very special event that takes place in Holy Trinity once a 
month. It is an opportunity for pre-schoolers and their parents/carers to have 
an hour of singing, crafts, games and fellowship that you do not have to plan! 
The religious side of it is fairly ‘light touch’, so you can feel quite comfortable 
in coming along even if you are not really a ‘church person’. Furthermore, as it 
says in the name, your child does not have to be quiet! We would love to see 
you there.  
After School Club is for older children and is held in church on a different day.  
 
The dates for the above are uncertain as we go to press so please check 
September’s Wrayly Mail for details.              Mary Winter 

 

FARM COMMUNITY NETWORK 
A HELPLINE is open 

from 7.00am until 11.00pm every day 
Tel: 03000 111 999 

Website: www.fcn.org.uk  
 

GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH 
TATHAM FELLS 

 
COFFEE MORNING 

IN BENTHAM TOWN HALL 
SATURDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER 
10.00AM – 12NOON 

cakes, plants, bric-a-brac, 
raffle, tombola 

and a warm welcome! 
Proceeds for church 

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST, TUNSTALL 
 

OPENING OF THE CONVENT 
and licensing of 

the Revd Canon Dr Sue Williams 
as House for Duty Assistant Priest 
of the Benefice of East Lonsdale 
Wednesday 7th September at 7pm 

followed by refreshments 
 

ALL WELCOME 
 

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST, TUNSTALL 
BARBECUE AND  

FOLK MUSIC EVENING 
with FI Brodie and Players 

in Tunstall Church 
on Saturday 17th September 

at 6.30pm 
Contact Nick Gillibrand for details 

Tel: 015242 71231 

CONFIRMATION 
FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN 

We will be having a confirmation 
service in the Benefice  
around Easter 2017 

and we need 10 candidates 
to lure a Bishop into the valley - 
let me know if you are interested 
Mark Cannon: Tel 015242 21030  
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ADVERTISING 

TUFFETT 
Bespoke footstools in any size or fabric 

Individually made with  

beautiful hand turned legs 

in solid oak, beech or mahogany. 

You can supply your fabric 

or I can find one for you. 

Contact: Sue Marsden 07836 500 091 

or email sue@tuffett.co.uk 

www.tuffett.co.uk 

 

B & W FUNERALS 
39 Main Street, Ingleton,  

Carnforth, LA6 3EH 

Funeral Director 

James G Macdonald 
 

Tel: 015242 41293 

Home: 015242 61370  

Mobile: 07758 002260 

 

BRIDGE HOUSE FARM 

TEAROOMS 
Wray, Lancaster, LA2 8QP 

Open Tuesday to Sunday 

10am – 5pm 

Closed on Mondays 

Farmers and Artisan Market 

every fourth Saturday 

For reservations Tel: 015242 22496 

 

RT HARRISON & SON 

Traditional dry stone walling  

also mortar stone walling,  

flag laying and stone facing. 

All tasks considered, including 

wall gapping on a small scale, 

 or larger projects 
 

Call 07792 901 822 or 015242 21156 

FOR FREE ESTIMATES 

Jonathan Buss 

Painter and Decorator 
All types of work undertaken 

serving the area for the last 13 years 

 

FOR FREE QUOTES 

Tel: 015242 51809 or 07956 582 565 

email: 
sheilanjonathan@btinternet.com 

 

Lune Valley Physiotherapy 

 
Specialist experience working with 

scarring and tightness from surgery, 

injury and radiotherapy, and with 

people who have or have had cancer. 

 

Leah Dalby MSCP 07934 785 797 

email: leahthephysio@gmail.com  
 

FEET FIRST 

MOBILE CHIROPODIST 
 

For the professional treatment 

of foot problems call Karen Salisbury 

Tel: 07508 477 207 

email: feetfirst@live.co.uk 

 

Fully registered and insured  
 

 

ROGERSON’S 
Commercial and Domestic 

Window Cleaning 

MAKING A CLEAR 

DIFFERENCE 

 

Call Mark Rogerson 

Tel: 07876 087 888 

email: Rogger_79 @hotmail.co.uk 
 


