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DIARY OF A LUNE VALLEY VICAR by Mark Cannon
Looking into the future …
Sunday: Bentham Co-op has caused me a big problem. They have got packets of
Twirls on offer at a very reasonable £1 each. Consequently, I am eating an average
of 6 Twirls per day and, whilst this is a pleasure akin to drinking ambrosia, it is
‘impacting’, as they say, on my cassock. Either it has shrunk in a wool wash, or
I have expanded. It is time for a new one anyway (bet you never realised this is
where your collections went), and the question is: can I risk the same slim, trim
measurements of 1997, or since a cassock lasts ten years or more, should I plan
for future expansion? I think I swing between a size 12 and a 14 but a 16 might
stop me fainting during Matins.
Tuesday: A client calls me in Bradford and she may have the answer to my
cassock problem. She can ‘see’ the future. Well, not her, just a friend. Her friend is
a medium, or, as the Bible defines it, a witch. The witch has told her that her
great-aunt is going to die soon. Why is she calling me? Her great-aunt has taken
advantage of some inheritance-tax planning by putting spare cash into a bond
which becomes exempt from tax after two years. The two year deadline is
approaching, so my client wants to check on the exact anniversary. There is a few
bob at stake here; can we keep Aunty going for another fortnight?
Well, would it be good for us to see ahead? The Bible is full of references to ‘time’.
God, who is outside time, the eternal Father, places us in a world of time. This is
deliberate. God wants us to reach a destination. He uses time to give us a
framework to walk towards Him. We could not have a journey without time, but He
also tells us that the time for decision is now. We cannot see ahead, but we can
build a future by choosing now to be part of God’s project. I may, or may not, fit
into my cassock in a year’s time, but if I choose to stop eating Twirls right now
that will definitely make a difference.
PS The medium wasn’t, in fact, all that impressive. She got the six numbers
I asked for completely wrong.
NEWS FROM OUR CHURCHES
Good Shepherd, Tatham Fells
We are currently working on our Church Survey which is to go out in the autumn.
We had two successful refreshment days at Peter and Bronwen’s Open Gardens at
the end of June and the beginning of July. The Garden Service on Sunday July 2nd
was a lovely occasion as always and I am told that a little sparrow sitting on a
nearby easing trough joined in with the singing of the hymns.
On Sunday July 9th we welcomed Scarlett Sofia Whitehead into our Christian family.
After her baptism her older brother, Lucas, read out a poem to his little sister
which he had written himself. We send Scarlett every blessing. At the time of
going to press we are looking forward to the baptism of Paige Helen Harrison.
Finally, our next ‘Music in the Fells’ concert is on Saturday September 9th when
Tabuka will perform in our church; details are on page 11.
Carole Butcher
St John the Baptist, Tunstall
I would like to thank The Tunstall Trust for the refurbishment of the Children’s
Corner, which is now cosy with a soft and colourful floor, a new seating area, a
blackboard and cupboards: a real transformation. Our three regular toddlers think
it is wonderful and are very happy; see photo on page 10.
At the May bank holiday we had a wonderful christening: Iris Taylor Bainbridge
was christened by Frank and Mabel Parr. She looked lovely and smiled throughout.
We have had two weddings in recent months. Kenneth Thompson Bruno Marchesi
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married Olivia Sara Gillibrand in mid April and Peter James Holland married Alexa
Emily Banks Lyon in mid May. We wish both couples every blessing in their future
lives together.
We had a productive clean up in the churchyard on Saturday 17th June when lots of
volunteers attacked weeds, overgrown areas and overhanging branches and
painted the gate and toilet door. It was so successful we hope to have another
session in September. Sadly, due to the very wet weather followed by a drought,
many of the grave stones have become wobbly and we are seeking help from the
families whose loved ones are buried there to help repair them, as some are
currently dangerous. We have also worked on the car park drainage, and hopefully
it will now drain properly. Thanks also to Peter Beesley who spent many weeks
sanding down the railings and painting them which now look splendid.
On Saturday 9 September there will be a Hog Roast and Promise Auction in
Church organised by the Tunstall Trust: all welcome!
Finally, great news! The organ bellows pump has been repaired and is now fully
functional so Dave, Ross and Robert, who have been pumping it at services since
December, can re-emerge from the shadows.
Our grateful thanks go to everyone who has returned the Church Survey. These
have been very useful and we are delighted at the number received so far.
I hope you all have a lovely summer if it comes back to us – as I write this at the
end of June we are awash in the pre-Wimbledon monsoon.
Sue Hunter
Holy Trinity, Wray
It was a very busy Saturday morning when Hannah held her coffee morning for her
charity, Exodus House in Benin, West Africa. This was a great success with many
people attending and delicious cakes for sale; thanks to all who supported her.
On 25th June at our Messy Church we were helped by Lauren, our new Benefice
Youth Leader. This was a good morning enjoyed by all with yummy bacon butties.
We have continued to hold our congregation led Evening Prayer Service since
November 2015 with great success. We are, however, having a very short holiday
with no Evening Prayer Service in August. Our next one will be on 3rd September at
2.30pm. Please come and join us at this very friendly service.
Holy Trinity Harvest Festival is on Sunday 1st October with our Harvest Supper on
Monday 2nd at 7pm prompt in the Institute. Tickets will be on sale in August and
September. This is an excellent meat pie meal with dessert.
Ann Anderson/Judith Wrigley
St James the Less, Tatham
The last two months have been another happy and successful time at Lower
Tatham. The arrival of twenty comfortable oak framed chairs is imminent and
improvements to the lighting in the north aisle are in hand, much to the relief of
the upholstery class we trust!
As I write I am recovering from a very happy evening in the company of Wenning
Voices who meet in church weekly on Thursday evenings and who invited all and
sundry to an Open Evening to share in their enjoyment; the large numbers who
came certainly did! Lovely cakes, a glass of fizz, even a cup of tea, not to mention
the singing!
Only a few weeks before the Tatham and wider community had enjoyed a splendid
Sunday lunch at Raw Ridding House at the invitation of Richard and Rebecca
Sanderson. This was expertly organised by the Friends as always; we are very
lucky to be so well led.
However, there is always a down side; this month in the death of Kathleen Burrow.
Kay was so much loved by all who knew her in all the many roles she played in our
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community and her untimely death has robbed us all of a great, happy character.
The large attendance at her funeral was a testimony to the affection in which she
was held and the generous donations taken will be used to purchase the chairs
mentioned earlier.
Finally, we are looking forward to welcoming Benefice members to our joint
service at Tatham on 30th July followed by a picnic (bring your own and a chair),
boules and croquet.
John Holt
St Peter’s Leck
We have had several events to celebrate over the past two months and the first of
these was at the end of June when Pam Redman (violin), Fiona Brodie (viola) and
Mary Dainton (cello) gave a String Trio Recital at the home of David and Janet
Nuttall. They played a great variety of pieces which formed part of a quiz as none
of the items were announced and the audience wrote down what they thought the
pieces were. There was fierce competition but Diana Kitching was by far and away
the very impressive winner. Our thanks go to the musicians and to David and
Janet who, with their helpers, worked unbelievably hard, produced a wonderful
evening and raised £500 towards the work of Lauren Platt – our new Youth Worker
from Poulton-le-Fylde.
This celebration was followed two days later by a service of ordination when
Amma Judith was ordained a Deacon in Blackburn Cathedral. Those of us who
were privileged to have been there were greatly moved by the service which was
attended by many family and friends of the twelve Ordinands.
The third event was the Service in Blackburn Cathedral to celebrate the 43 years of
Bishop Geoff of Lancaster’s Ministry and to mark his retirement. Bishop Geoff had
arranged the service himself and it reflected the enormous variety and dedication
that both he and Jean had given to the Diocese during their 11 years at Shireshead
Vicarage. They will both be hugely missed, especially in Lancaster but also
throughout the entire Diocese.
Closer to home, the church survey forms were distributed to every household in
Leck and Cowan Bridge as well as the school and we hope to report on the
outcome in the next edition of The Bell.
The School Leavers’ Service was held on the last evening of the term and was very
well attended. The head teacher introduced the service which was led by the
children in Year 6 and Mark presented each leaver with a Bible.
Joan Withers and Ann Shuttleworth
St Wilfrid’s Melling
Thank you for the responses to the survey forms which were issued to all homes
in our part of the parish in May. For a while we have been contemplating what to
do with the Sundays when we do not have a formal service. Guided by the survey
results we are going to organise ‘Singing Sundays’ which will take the form of
‘liturgy light’ services with the emphasis on singing.
One of the first of these will take place on October 22nd and will be led by St
Wilfrid’s Primary School. There will be more about this in the next edition but
there I can promise a special surprise of relevance to all the community.
What we would like to do is have a variety of ‘Singing Sunday’ services. We’d like
to host something like ‘Songs of Praise’ featuring what I call ‘Barnstorming
Hymns’ making use of our organ or piano but there is pretty much no limitation
on the music we could include, although perhaps the compositions of Geezer
Butler and Ozzy Osbourne might be taking things a bit far. Would you like to play
an instrument in such a service? We are open to suggestions!
JAC Beeson
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CALENDAR OF SERVICES FOR AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER 2017
BCP=Book of Common Prayer
AUGUST
Sunday 6th

Eighth Sunday after Trinity
Feast of the Transfiguration
Holy Communion (BCP)
Morning Service
Morning Service
Sung Eucharist

Tatham
Melling
Tatham Fells
Leck

Mark
Norman and Ann
Mark
Sue

Sunday 13th
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
6.30pm

Ninth Sunday after Trinity
Holy Communion
Morning Service
Sung Eucharist
Evening Prayer (BCP)

Wray
Tatham
Tunstall
Tatham Fells

Mark
Mark
Norman and Ann
Peter

Sunday 20th
9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

Tenth Sunday after Trinity
Morning Service
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Morning Service

Wray
Tatham Fells
Melling
Leck

Mark
Sue
Norman and Ann
Mark

Sunday 27th
9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

Eleventh Sunday after Trinity
Morning Service
Morning Service
Morning Service
Holy Communion

Wray
Tatham Fells
Tunstall
Tatham

Norman and Ann
Mark
Mark
Sue

SEPTEMBER
Sunday 3rd
9.00am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
2.30pm

Twelfth Sunday after Trinity
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Morning Service
Sung Eucharist
Evening Prayer (BCP)

Tatham
Melling
Tatham Fells
Leck
Wray

Mark
Sue
Norman and Ann
Mark
Congregation

Sunday 10th
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
6.30pm

Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity
Morning Service
Sung Eucharist
Holy Communion
Evening Prayer (BCP)

Wray
Tunstall
Tatham
Tatham Fells

Sue
Sue
Mark
Norman and Ann

Sunday 17th

Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity
Harvest at Melling

Wray
Wray
Tatham Fells
Melling

Mark
Mary
Sue
Mark

Leck

Congregation

9.00am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

8.00am
9.30am
9.30am
11.00am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Family Service
Holy Communion
Harvest Festival with Melling
School
11.00am Morning Service
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Sunday 24th
9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity
Harvest at Tatham

Holy Communion
Morning Service
Harvest Festival Service
Morning Service

Wray
Tatham Fells
Tatham
Tunstall

Sue
Mark
Mark
Peter

ST JOSEPH’S HOUSE OF PRAYER, CHURCH LANE, TUNSTALL
Daily Service Times in the Bethany Chapel
The sisters keep Monday as their rest day
Tuesday – Saturday
7.00am
Lauds followed by
Community intercessions
and silent prayer
7.30am
Prime
8.00am
Eucharist
12.45pm
Sext
5.00pm
Vespers
Sunday
7.00am
Lauds
7.30am
Prime
12.45pm
Sext
5.00pm
Vespers

FROM THE REGISTERS
Funeral, Tatham
Wedding, Tunstall
Kathleen Burrow (Kay)
Peter James Holland
and Alexa Emily Banks Lyon
Funeral, Melling
John Tallon

Wedding, Wray
Lee James Sibbert
and Alison Elizabeth May Disberry

Burial, Wray
Margaret Wring

Baptism, Wray
Tamsin Stacey Hartley

Burial of ashes, Wray
Kenneth and Dorothy Waterhouse

Baptism, Tatham Fells
Scarlett Sofia Whitehead
Baptism, Tunstall
Iris Taylor Bainbridge
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ST JOSEPH’S HOUSE OF PRAYER

Dear Friends
As we have been at St Joseph’s House of Prayer coming up for a year – where does
time go? – we thought you might like to hear what’s been happening during that
time.
It has been a real joy getting to know you all as we have travelled around the
churches on Sunday mornings and other occasions taking part in the regular
worshipping and social life of the United Benefice. We have so enjoyed welcoming
people to our regular Open House afternoons (every second Saturday of the
month, all welcome – advert on page 11).
We are very pleased to say that gradually we have been ‘found’ by a small but
growing number of people who have come to visit for Quiet Days or short
retreats, or simply to ‘take time out’ in a quiet place. We have been working hard
in the garden and have been able to harvest some ‘first fruits’; well, broad beans,
peas and potatoes at least! And slowly we have been clearing the flower beds and
planting new flowers. Although there is still a long way to go, we are finding that
the garden is also becoming a pleasant place for prayer and reflection.
Through the generosity of our benefactors we now have a small shed that we have
named St Hilda’s Hermitage which provides additional prayer space for us and our
visitors. The old shed that was in the garden when we moved in has now been reroofed and painted blue and given a new name ‘St Joseph’s Workshop’; it gives us
space for artistic efforts! You are all very welcome to come and use the house,
garden, Hermitage or Workshop for your own ‘time out’ moments.
Of course, our greatest celebration has been the ordination of Amma Judith as
Deacon on the 1st July this year. Although she will now serve as Curate to the
parishes of Hornby, Arkholme, Gressingham and Whittington she will continue as
our Amma (Mother Superior) and with her life here at St Joseph’s House.
We are truly blessed and give thanks to God for all God’s faithfulness as we look
forward to the future here with you all in East Lonsdale. May God richly bless you
all in the coming months and years.
The Sisters of the Order of the Companions of Martha and Mary
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MUSIC IN THE FELLS 2017

On Saturday evening 9th September at 7.30pm Music in the Fells is hosting a
performance by Tabuka in the idyllic setting of the Church of the Good Shepherd,
Tatham Fells.
The name of the band is highly suggestive of the type of music they play; a
surprising mix of Klezmer and European grooves with a dash of English, Irish and
Breton – a wonderful cocktail.
Jane Lawrence on fiddle, Ben Farmer on accordion and Paul Beevers on guitar and
bouzouki will delight and inspire you with their driving rhythms and exciting
sounds. Jane teaches fiddle and recorder at Tatham Fells Primary School.
Paul has been playing in Tabuka for over fifteen years. As well as playing the
guitar he is also a maker of guitars, mandolins and citterns. Ben is highly
regarded as a talented and versatile musician and performer and Jane is a talented
violinist who has been described as ‘making music passionate and lyrical; tender
and strong; sad and joyful’.
For the members of Tabuka music is their life and passion and they will make 9th
September a memorable evening. As always at Music in the Fells concerts the
evening will be rounded off with drinks and nibbles and a chance to meet the
band members. Further details appear on page 11.
Carole Butcher and Jane Proctor
CHURCH WORD SEARCH
Submitted by Ross Hunter
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At least 33 words, most of which are holy place names, words from the bible
stories or local features. Every square is used.
Jordan
Jerusalem
Judea
Bethlehem

Roman
Disciple
Galilee
Rock,
Petra

Hill
Temple
Gospel
Alms

Apple
Glory
Dearly
Avow
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Loth
Mile
Regal
Ray

Elan
Sum
Date
Rams
Lie
Red

Barn
Live
Plan
Wall
Lamp
Air

CHILDREN’S CORNER AT ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH, TUNSTALL

The Tunstall Trust has kindly helped with funding for the refurbishment of the
Children’s Corner at St John the Baptist Church which is now cosy with a soft
colourful floor, a new seating area, a blackboard and cupboards.
END OF TERM ACTIVITIES AT TATHAM FELLS SCHOOL
Our outstanding Church School
From the Governors, Tatham Fells CofE Primary School, Lowgill
The climax to the school year has been an exciting one for the children. The
sponsored walk up Whernside was a great success and most of the children
gained medals for climbing all Three Peaks over the last three years.
The children in years 5 and 6 had a fantastic week in the Isle of Man coping with
really challenging weather but they were determined to complete every activity
and participated enthusiastically enjoying kayaking, raft building, team
challenges, beach games, abseiling and gorge scrambling; an action packed week!
Lowgill Sports is now an open event and was greatly enjoyed by the children
despite a very wet afternoon. They had their first chance to compete in the
challenging Fell Race. This was followed by a School Sports afternoon when they
competed in teams. Both sports events were well supported by parents and
friends.
The Garden Club is now producing lettuce, mizuna and rocket for the lunchtime
salad bar and the children were hoping peas, beans, strawberries and courgettes
would be ready before the end of term.
In May the whole school went to Preston to see a production of Joseph which was
the end of term school play. The children performed the musical brilliantly to
packed audiences at both matinee and evening performances.
Seven children left the school this year to go on to secondary school. They
attended the Leavers’ Service in The Church of the Good Shepherd at 9am on
Thursday 20th July with their parents. The whole school was also in attendance.
Term ended on Thursday 20th July with a BBQ in the school grounds organised by
the Friends of the school.
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EVENTS AND INFORMATION

ST JOSEPH’S HOUSE OF PRAYER
OPEN HOUSE
SECOND SATURDAY
OF THE MONTH
Come and go as you please
OPEN HOUSE – AUGUST
SATURDAY 12TH
OPEN HOUSE – SEPTEMBER
SATURDAY 9TH
New Vicarage, Church Lane
Tunstall

GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH
TATHAM FELLS
ANNUAL COFFEE MORNING
IN BENTHAM TOWN HALL
SATURDAY 2ND SEPTEMBER
10.00AM – 12 NOON
Cakes, Plants,
Raffle, Tombola
and a warm welcome!
Proceeds for church

TATHAM CHURCH
GRAND JUMBLE SALE
SATURDAY 9TH SEPTEMBER
AT HORNBY INSTITUTE
AT 2.00PM
Good Jumble; Bric a Brac;
Books; Toys
and household items galore
Well worth a visit
Enquiries: Linda Kirkby
015242 21486

MUSIC IN THE FELLS
GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH
TATHAM FELLS

CONCERT
TABUKA
Jane Lawrence – Fiddle
Ben Farmer – Accordions
Paul Beevers - Guitar and Bouzouki
SATURDAY 9TH SEPTEMBER
AT 7.30PM
TICKETS £15
£5 under 18 or student
£35 family
Including light refreshments
Proceeds for Church and
The Old School
Carole Butcher Tel: 015242 63095
Jane Proctor Tel: 015242 62648

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH
TUNSTALL
HOG ROAST
AND PROMISE AUCTION
SATURDAY 9TH SEPTEMBER
IN CHURCH AT 6.30PM
Enquiries to: Nick Gillibrand
Tel: 015242 71231

FARM COMMUNITY NETWORK
A HELPLINE IS OPEN
from 7am until 11.00pm
every day
Tel: 03000 111 999
Website: www.fcn.org.uk
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ADVERTISING

TUFFETT
Bespoke footstools in any size or fabric
Individually made with
beautiful hand turned legs
in solid oak, beech or mahogany.
You can supply your fabric
or I can find one for you.
Contact: Sue Marsden 07836 500 091
sue@tuffett.co.uk
www.tuffett.co.uk

B & W FUNERALS
39 Main Street, Ingleton,
Carnforth, LA6 3EH
Funeral Director
James G Macdonald
Tel: 015242 41293
Home: 015242 61370
Mobile: 07758 002260

BRIDGE HOUSE FARM
TEAROOMS

RT HARRISON & SON
Traditional dry stone walling

Wray, Lancaster, LA2 8QP
Open Tuesday-Sunday 10am – 5pm
Closed on Mondays
Farmers and Artisan Market
every fourth Saturday
Reservations Tel: 015242 22496

also mortar stone walling,
flag laying and stone facing.
All tasks considered, including
wall gapping on a small scale,
or larger projects
Call 07792 901 822 or 015242 21156
FOR FREE ESTIMATES

Lune Valley Physiotherapy

FEET FIRST
MOBILE CHIROPODIST

Specialist experience working with
scarring and tightness from surgery,
injury and radiotherapy, and with
people who have or have had cancer.
Leah Dalby MSCP 07934 785 797
email: leahthephysio@gmail.com
www.leahthephysio.co.uk

For the professional treatment
of foot problems
call Karen Salisbury
Tel: 07508 477 207
email: feetfirst@live.co.uk
Fully registered and insured
GRAHAM FAWCETT PLANT LTD

KAREN’S KITCHEN
Outside Catering

GARDEN MACHINERY
SERVICE AND REPAIRS

All your catering needs
can now be taken care of.
Whether you’re planning a party,
special celebration, just want your
freezer stocking or help with baking
when life is hectic we can help.
For more details, prices and menus contact

Free collection and delivery
within the Lune Valley
Tel: 015242 62888
email: sales@fawcettplant.co.uk
Unit 3B Bentham Industrial Estate
Wenning Avenue
Bentham, Lancaster,
LA2 8NB

Tel: 07816 850 391
email: karenskitchen41@gmail.com

41 Wennington Road, Wray,
Lancaster
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