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EDITORIAL
Welcome to the Christmas and New Year edition of The Bell. B4RN is very much in
the news locally at the moment and anyone who can spare any time to help more
of us to go live in the New Year would be greatly appreciated; details are on the
website as to how you can get involved. The prospect of live streaming of services
so more people can join in by tuning in at home on their TVs is an exciting one.
Details of the launch of the new 100 Club by the Friends of Low Tatham Church
and a new Youth group in Wray appear later in this issue.
I wish you all peace and joy for the coming Festive Season.
Carole Butcher
DIARY OF A LUNE VALLEY VICAR
Sunday afternoon: Ah well, the toiling in the vineyard is over. Hymns have been
sung (or, in the case of one congregation this morning “groaned”, as if under
torture), sermons have been preached (not necessarily listened to, but delivered
anyway), cakes have been eaten (please note scones and fresh cream at an
anonymous church which we’ll just call Mxxxxg), prayers have been optimistically
sent heavenward, and the congregations have departed to feast. All is calm, so I
venture into the garden on my unending struggle to distinguish between
nasturtiums and dandelions, and to destroy only the latter.
I need some water and hook up the hose to the outside tap which is conveniently
placed outside my garden and in the churchyard. I am approached by a
parishioner. ‘Now then’ he says, ‘working on the Sabbath Vicar?’ I explain
(instead of rebuking him for impertinence towards a Clerk in Holy Orders, still a
criminal offence) that this is not work but I have always regarded gardening as
pure joy and, anyway, it helps to keep me fit. The parishioner looks me up and
down and declares ‘Too much ‘ettin and not enough preaching Vicar.’ He then
finishes with ‘No offence, mind.’ That makes it alright then. Anyway, his words
of wisdom have lodged with me and he is right about more preaching. Of course,
you and I would rather spend time and effort on the good life and we dare not
proclaim the good news as often as we should. The Gospel is an offensive
message, but it is time to start being rude.
Encounters with Atheism – it’s always good to keep up with the opposition, and
I’ve noticed that a popular online opinion about religion is that it is a (if not, the)
cause of war. If there were no religion, there would be less suffering. I was
pleased to note that the Encyclopaedia of Wars (3 volumes – Axelrod/Phillips
2004) identifies 1,763 wars in recorded history and assigns religious causes to
just 6.8% of all warfare.
NEWS FROM OUR CHURCHES
St James the Less, Tatham
‘Winter is icumen in’ but we expect to keep warm down here as our new
heating system should be in operation by the time you read this. So if you are
feeling the cold you know where to come!
We look forward to welcoming Brewers Apron to entertain us on 15 Nov. A
full house looks likely and we trust everyone will return home happy and well fed.
The Carol Service on Christmas Eve is one of the highlights of our year and
everyone is welcome to come to The Old Rectory after the service for a mince pie
and a glass of something.
To keep our spirits up in the early New Year a visit to our Plough Sunday
Service on 11 January is strongly recommended as are the Bacon Butties
afterwards.
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Our newly formed Friends are giving great help and support, from flower
arranging to knocking down walls (often by the same people) while plans for a
Hundred Club are well advanced. The first of many prize winners should be known
on Plough Sunday when it is planned to have the first draw. They have a lot of
further ideas in the pipeline so ‘exciting times ahead’.
Our finances will be severely depleted as they say, in other words we are
almost broke as a result of recent improvements we have carried out, but we are
confident that with the support of the Friends we will be back in the black ere
long.
We are very grateful to Veda Gardner for the gift of a lovely new notice
board in the porch to replace the somewhat tatty collection of smaller ones. It was
made by Tony and Sheila Sedgwick to complement the new doors they recently
crafted for us and is in memory of Graham Gardner.
Finally, we are hoping for a visit by the St Laurence Singers early in the New
Year; watch this space. May we all enjoy a happy, peaceful family Christmas.
John Holt
Holy Trinity Church, Wray
On 21 September we held another very successful ‘Messy Sunday’. The
activities for both children and adults, organised by Mary, were, as always, very
popular. The service concluded with bacon butties which were well received.
The Harvest Festival service was held on the 5 October. The children from
Wray School entertained the congregation during the service and the church was
decorated with a wide variety of fruit, flowers and vegetables. The Harvest Supper
was held on the following day in the Village Institute. Following the well-received
meal, the gifts of fruit and vegetables were auctioned by the Vicar. A sum of £400
was raised towards the ‘Bishops Fund’.
The church was filled to capacity for our Remembrance Service on 9th
November, and it was pleasing to see so many children in the congregation,
joining us to pay their respects to the service men and women who lost their lives
or who were injured in the many conflicts since 1914. The Last Post and Reveille
were played by Mr Quincy from Kendal at the conclusion of the service and a
collection was taken in support of the British Legion.
A competition had been organised by the members of Wray Parish Council
for all the local Primary School children to create a decorative memorial plaque for
someone who fell during the Great War. The competition was won by Tom Gent,
who was presented with a cheque during the service.
By the time ‘The Bell’ goes to print we will have completed the first stage of
our building development project. Richard Kenyon and Richard Denby undertook
the work. Both Richards have done an outstanding job and we are most grateful.
The PCC’s next task is to produce a blueprint for using all the space within
the building to best effect and to specify what facilities we want to add or
improve. Additions will include a kitchen and WC. and the next twelve months
should see a lot of activity with the end result being a building which feels
friendlier, easier to use, and more accessible for both worshippers and the wider
community.
On Tuesday, 4 November, a group from our church went to Blackpool Tower
Ballroom to hear a talk by the Archbishop of York, Dr John Sentamu, who was on a
two day visit to the Diocese of Blackburn. His talk on ‘Light in Darkness’ was
inspiring. We were all entertained during the evening by an exceptionally good
band and also the famous Wurlitzer organ, which was a great treat. Our singing of
the hymns raised the roof. The ballroom was packed with people and we were
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extremely lucky to have seats as one coach load could not even get in and they
had to return straight home to Hesketh Bank. This was a wonderfully uplifting
evening.
The next event will be Carols by Candlelight in 15 December at 7pm in Wray
Institute. All are welcome – please bring a candle. There will be a Jacob’s Join
supper. The Christmas Eve Nativity service will be lead by Mark and Mary and also
the Christmas Day Family Communion service at 10.00am.
Judith Wrigley and Ann Anderson
St Wilfrid’s Church, Melling
The good weather that we have enjoyed for months this summer left the
fruit trees with a bountiful crop, some of which made its way to Church for the
Harvest Festival at the end of September. There was very good school
participation and it was a joy to have around one third of Melling St Wilfrid's
School in attendance and with parents, grand-parents and one very well behaved
dog joining the regular congregation for this annual celebration. Prayers of thanks
were offered by the children for traditional agricultural products like carrots and
onions. One brave soul spoke for many in offering thanks for sausages and chips,
which was clearly appreciated by the Vicar, who was on good form and in 'handing
out chocolates' mood although he did express a degree of disappointment that
there was no fresh baking to be had following the service. There were however,
plenty of chocolate biscuits and locally grown apples - I'm not sure the Vicar had
one of the latter.
The first fund raising event was our Ceilidh held on October 24, which was
a great evening complete with Band, Bar and Pie and Pea supper, thanks to all
from near and far who supported it - a wonderful evening.
At the same time we had our raffle tickets ready for sale to be drawn at the
Christmas Craft and Gift Fair on Nov 22. This year we welcomed all with the scent
of bacon butties in the morning with cakes later. There was a host of stalls
offering all sorts of things for all sorts of tastes.
Looking forward to the festive season our Christingle Service will be on
December 21 and Midnight Eucharist on Christmas Eve will start at 11.30pm. I'd
be delighted to see you at either service but of course, I'd also be delighted to see
you before then ...
JAC Beeson
Good Shepherd Church, Tatham Fells
Our Harvest celebrations were well attended at both the morning and
evening services. The morning service was led by Mark and the presentation by
the children from Tatham Fells School, giving thanks for the bountiful harvest,
was greatly enjoyed. Our service of Harvest Praise in the evening was led by Ann
and Norman and the readings were given by members of the local community.
The funeral of our much loved friend Ivy Knowles took place on Tuesday 20
October. The moving service was conducted by Norman and the church was filled
to capacity. Our thoughts and prayers are with Martin, Mary and Mike at this very
sad time.
On Sunday 26 October at 1.00pm we welcomed Harriet Joanna Thompson
into our church family in a service of Baptism, we wish Harriet every blessing for
the future.
Our service of Remembrance on Sunday 9 November was planned and led
by Norman and Ann. The music and readings were deeply moving marking 100
years since the start of World War 1.
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Looking forward to Christmas our next fund raising event will be our
Christmas Fair held in the Old School on Saturday 6 December 10.30am – 12noon;
Santa will be paying a visit and there will be coffee and mince pies on offer.
On Sunday 14 December at 2.15pm we will be welcoming the people from
The Olive Branch to our service of Evensong which will be led by Peter. The Olive
Branch is a Christian Charity serving and helping the socially disadvantaged in
Lancaster. All are welcome to come and hear about their marvellous work;
refreshments will be served in the Old School after the service.
Our service of Carols and traditional readings for Christmas will take place
on Sunday 21December at 6.30pm led by Ann. Members representing different
organisations in the local community will be invited to read and mince pies and
mulled wine will be served afterwards, do come and join us.
Carole Butcher
More news from churches appears on pages 8 and 9 …
CALENDAR OF SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 2014 AND JANUARY 2015
BCP= Book of Common Prayer
DECEMBER 2014
Sunday 7th Second Sunday of Advent
9.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
Tatham
Mark
Melling
Norman and Ann
9.30am Morning Service
10.00am Family Service
Wray
Mary
Tatham Fells Robert
11.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
11.00am Sung Eucharist
Tunstall
Mark
Monday 8th Feast of the Virgin Mary
7.00pm Holy Communion
Sunday 14th
9.30am
10.00am
11.00am
11.00am
2.15pm

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Morning Service
Sung Eucharist
Evensong (BCP)

Monday 15th Wray Carols by Candlelight
7.00pm
Tunstall Village Carol
Service
Tuesday 16th Melling Village Carol
7.00pm Service with Melling School
Sunday 21st Leck Village Carol Service
6.30pm
Sunday 21st
8.00am
10.00am
11.00am

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Communion (BCP)
Morning Service
Sung Eucharist and
Baptism
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Tunstall

Robert

Melling
Wray
Tatham
Leck
Tatham Fells

Robert
Mark
Mark
Robert
Peter

Wray
Institute

Mary

Lunesdale
Arms

Mark

Melling
church

Mark

Fraser Hall

Mark

Wray
Wray
Tunstall

Mark
Peter
Robert

4.00pm Christingle Service
6.30pm Carols and Traditional

Melling
Tatham Fells

Mark
Norman and Ann

Tunstall
Wray
Tatham
Tatham Fells
Melling

Robert
Mark and Mary
Norman and Ann
Norman and Ann
Mark

Leck
Wray
Tunstall

Robert
Mark and Mary
Norman and Ann

Tatham

Norman and Ann

Tatham
Melling
Wray
Tunstall
Tatham Fells

Mark
Norman and Ann
Mark
Norman and Ann
Peter

Melling
Wray
Tatham
Leck
Tatham Fells

Mark
Robert
Norman and Ann
Mark
Robert

Readings for Christmas

Wednesday 24th
4.00pm
5.00pm
6.30pm
11.30pm
11.30pm

Christmas Eve

Crib and Carol Service
Nativity Service
Crib and Carol Service
Midnight Communion (BCP)
Midnight Eucharist

Thursday 25th
9.30am
10.00am
11.00am
Sunday 28th

Christmas Day
Family Eucharist
Family Communion
Family Eucharist
First Sunday of Christmas
(Holy Innocents)
11.00am Christmas Communion
A service for all six churches

JANUARY 2015
Sunday 4th
9.00am
9.30am
10.00am
11.00am
11.00am

Epiphany
Holy Communion (BCP)
Family Service
Morning Service
Sung Eucharist
Family Service

Sunday 11th First Sunday of Epiphany
– Baptism of Christ
9.30am Holy Communion
10.00am Holy Communion
11.00am Plough Sunday Service
11.00am Sung Eucharist
2.15pm Evensong (BCP)
Sunday 18th
8.00am
9.30am
9.30am
10.00am
11.00am

Second Sunday of Epiphany

Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion (BCP)
Morning Service
‘Messy Church’
Sung Eucharist

Wray
Tatham Fells
Melling
Wray
Tunstall

Mark
Norman and Ann
Robert
Mark and Mary
Robert

Sunday 25th
9.30am
9.30am
10.00am
11.00am
11.00am

Conversion of St Paul
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion (BCP)
Christingle Service

Tatham Fells
Melling
Wray
Tatham
Leck

Peter
Mark
Norman and Ann
Robert
Mark
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FROM THE REGISTERS
Tatham Fells – Baptism
Harriet Joanna Thompson

Tatham Fells - Funeral
Ivy Elizabeth Knowles

Tommy and Jean Catlow’s Memorial Service is at 2pm on Friday December 5th at
St Mary’s Kirkby Lonsdale, it would have been Tommy’s 100th birthday. Frank
and Mabel Parr are taking the service.
Jane Greenhalgh

NEWS FROM OUR CHURCHES CONTINUED …
St John the Baptist, Tunstall
This year the Remembrance Day Service was at Tunstall for the Parish of
Tunstall, Melling and Leck, and it was good to see a congregation of 70 turn out
for this very emotive Centenary commemoration. On an otherwise dull day the sun
shone brightly as the list of those lost in both wars was read out and we stood for
the two minute silence. So many names for such a small community, every
household will have suffered a loss.
At the service of All Souls the week before, we had remembered and prayed
for those who had died in the parish this year and also our loved ones and friends
from previous times.
Christmas will soon be upon us and as usual it will be very busy for all of
us. We start the Christmas week celebrations with the now very well established
Carol Service in the Lunesdale Arms on Monday December 15 at 7pm led by Revd
Mark Cannon and the choir. Please do come along and join in, it is a lot of fun and
a good way to start the festivities. It is a family event and every one of all ages is
very welcome.
On Sunday December 21 Hannah and Andrew Stephenson’s daughter will be
christened during the service so please come and support them.
The Crib Service is as usual at 4pm on Christmas Eve, always very well attended,
and again it will be good to see as many as possible there.
The Christmas Day Service is at 11.00am and, as last year, will be
conducted by the Canon Norman Dawson and his wife Ann.
If you would like to come along and decorate the church for Christmas this
will happen on Thursday December 18 between 10am and midday. The clear up
after Christmas will be on Thursday January 8 same times as above; As usual
come along for coffee, chat and cake and if you haven’t been before just turn up
and join in, you will be made very welcome.
Jane Greenhalgh
St Peter’s Church, Leck
The Centenary Songs of Praise was a huge success. Mark did a wonderful
job introducing the favourite hymns chosen by the congregation and as usual the
Choir did a sterling job leading the singing. The Pupils from Leck St Peter’s School
had made a banner which was displayed in Church. After our hearty sing, around
65 of us enjoyed a Jacob’s Join pie and peas supper in the Fraser Hall, where Colin
kept guests entertained with his wit and wisdom until the food was ready to serve.
Lots of yummy puds were devoured; we also cut and shared a celebration cake.
The Grand Centenary Raffle was launched during the evening; this will be
drawn at the Christmas Celebration in Fraser Hall on 21 December. There are lots
of lovely prizes to be won. If anyone would like to buy or sell some tickets please
contact Eleanor or Joan, we would really appreciate your support. Tickets are also
on sale at The Village Shop in Cowan Bridge.
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Sunday November 30 is the Advent Carol Service in Church at 6pm after which
there will be mulled wine & mince pies.
Monday 8 December is the School Carol Service in Church at 6.30pm.
Sunday December 21 we have our Christmas Celebration in the Fraser Hall at
6.30pm; a warm welcome to all for Carols, mince pies, mulled wine and the
drawing of the raffle.
The Christmas Day Service of Family Eucharist will be at 9.30am
May we take this opportunity to wish you and yours a Happy Peaceful Christmas
and New Year.
Eleanor Denby & Joan Withers.

Image and caption by kind permission of Christine Conder

Progress of B4RN
High speed Broadband is coming quickly to many of us. Some of our
churches and our homes will soon be connected. We are entering a new age.
But one thing stays mostly the same. Our churches operate largely on
a three hundred year model, although Common Worship has brought modern
language versions of our services. Now our new Bishop asks us to reconsider and
to think seriously about the future.
Already we have Family Services and special seasonal services; there is also
‘Messy Church’ at Wray, school involvement at Wray, Melling, Leck and Tatham
Fells and visits by charity representatives at Tatham Fells whilst Tunstall has held
themed Afternoon Services and is thinking of Taize worship. Do we go further in
developing non-traditional worship together with our Sunday norms?
Please let us know your views and we will include them in the Bell.
Peter Osborne
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Friends of St. James the Less Church, Tatham
Launch of 100 Club
The FRIENDS of St.James The Less Church, Tatham, have launched a ‘100
Club’ in order to raise funds for the development and maintenance of the church
buildings.
For those who are not familiar with 100 clubs the idea is that people give a
monthly amount, and depending on the amount they give, are allocated one or
more entries into a prize draw each month. 35% of the total raised is returned in
prizes each month to lucky winners chosen at random.
Details of the club and registration can be obtained from the Wray Post
Office or from the church; alternatively you can ring Sue Wood on 015242 21170.
The first draw is due to be made at the church on January 11 2015
following the Plough Sunday service. Why not come along to the service and
enjoy a ‘bacon butty’, traditionally served after the Plough Sunday service?
Good luck with the draw which not only provides the chance of winning
cash prizes but also gives the added satisfaction of knowing you are supporting
this beautiful part of our heritage and helping to preserve it for ourselves and
future generations.
Sue Wood

Launch of new Youth Group in Wray
A new YOUTH GROUP for 12-15-year-olds is being launched in Wray! Holy Trinity
Church would like to start a Youth Group that would be a place to meet friends,
have fun and also have a discussion element. Anybody interested is invited to join
us for a planning session (with some pre-Christmas activities and eats!) at Lucy
Staveley’s house on December 12, 7:30-9:00. For more information, contact
Helen Staveley (21192) or Mary Winter (21784)

Joyful Noise and After School Club in Wray Church
Joyful Noise – Thursday December 4 and Thursday January 8 at 2.00pm
After School Club – Friday December 12 and Friday January 16 until 4.45pm
Contact Mary Winter on 21784
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EVENTS AND INFORMATION
CHRISTMAS CAROL EVENTS
AND CHRISTINGLE SERVICES
Sunday 30 November
Good Shepherd, Tatham Fells
Christmas Family Service with
Tatham Fells School at 11.00am

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
St John the Baptist, Tunstall
Crib and Carol Service at 4.00pm
Holy Trinity, Wray
Nativity Service at 5.00pm
St James the Less, Low Tatham
Crib and Carol Service at 6.30pm
Good Shepherd, Tatham Fells
Midnight Communion (BCP) at
11.30pm
St Wilfrid’s, Melling
Midnight Eucharist at 11.30pm

Monday 8 December
St Peter’s Leck
Leck School Carol Service at 6.30pm
Monday 15 December
Wray Institute
Carols by candlelight at 7.00pm
followed by Jacob’s Join Supper.
Lunesdale Arms, Tunstall
Tunstall Village Carol Service at
7.00pm

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICES
St Peter’s, Leck
Family Eucharist at 9.30am
Holy Trinity, Wray
Family Communion at 10.00am
St John the Baptist, Tunstall
Family Eucharist at 11.00am

Tuesday 16 December
St Wilfrid’s, Melling
Melling Village Carol Service with
Melling School at 7.00pm

Good Shepherd, Tatham Fells
SATURDAY DECEMBER 6
10.30am – 12 noon

Sunday 21 December
St. Wilfrid’s, Melling
Christingle Service at 4.00pm
The Fraser Hall, Cowan Bridge
Leck Village Carol Service at 6.30pm
Carols, mince pies, mulled wine and
the drawing of the Centenary raffle.
Good Shepherd, Tatham Fells
Carols and traditional readings for
Christmas at 6.30pm

CHRISTMAS FAIR
in the Old School
Crafts and cake stalls
Tombola, Bran Tub and Raffle
Visit from Father Christmas
Coffee and mince pies

Sunday 26 January
St Peter’s Leck
Christingle Service at 11.00am

Longstaffe’s Educational
Foundation
SUNDAY 7 DECEMBER AT 3.00PM

VOICE AND GUITAR RECITAL
Given by The Channel Duo
in The Golf Club, High Bentham
£12.50 including refreshments
from Carole Butcher Tel: 63095
The Longstaffe’s Educational
Foundation is a 300 year old
foundation supporting children in
High and Low Bentham in their
educational endeavours.

HOME COMMUNION
AT CHRISTMAS
If you find it difficult to get to church
but would like to make your
Communion at Christmas, please
contact one of the clergy who will be
glad to arrange a home visit.
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Good Shepherd, Tatham Fells
THE OLIVE BRANCH
LANCASTER

FARM CRISIS NETWORK
Helping farming people
through difficult times
A helpline is open from
7.00am until 11pm every day
Tel: 0845 367 9990
Website: www.fcn.org.uk

A representative will be talking about
their work helping disadvantaged
people during our service of Evensong
on Sunday 14 December at 2.15pm
Please come and join us and give
generously to the collection
Refreshments after the service

ADVERTISING

TUFFETT

B & W FUNERALS

Bespoke footstools, ottomans,
piano stools

39 Main Street, Ingleton,
Carnforth, LA6 3EH
Funeral Director
James G Macdonald

Hand-crafted for you in any fabric or size.
Tiny Tuffets for children to large sofa tables.
I can also re-cover your old stool.
Contact Sue Marsden on 07836 500091
or email sue@tuffett.co.uk
www.tuffett.co.uk

Tel: 015242 41293
Home: 015242 61370
Mobile: 07758 002260

BRIDGE HOUSE FARM
TEAROOMS

RT HARRISON & SON
Traditional dry stone walling
also mortar stone walling,
flag laying and stone facing.
All tasks considered, including
wall gapping on a small scale
or larger projects

Wray, Lancaster, LA2 8QP
Christmas lunches 2 – 21 December
Christmas Bistros
Saturdays 13 and 20 December
6.30pm – 9.00pm
For reservations Tel: 015242 22496

Call 07792 901 822 or 015242 21156
FOR FREE ESTIMATES

Lune Valley Physiotherapy.

Jonathan Buss
Painter and Decorator
All types of work undertaken
serving the area for the last 11 years

Specialist experience working with
scarring and tightness from surgery,
injury and radiotherapy, and with
people who have or have had cancer.

FOR FREE QUOTES
Tel: 015242 51809 or 07956 582 565

Leah Dalby MCSP 07934 785 797
e-mail:
sheilanjonathan@btinternet.com

e-mail: leahthephysio@gmail.com
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