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Diary of a Lune Valley Vicar by Mark Cannon
Thursday: I am delighted to turn up at one of the schools in the Benefice and to
discover that I am described in the diary of the day’s events and ‘Reverend Nark’;
the staff find this is hilarious. It is all too true. I am narky, and it is getting worse.
Narkiness is an underrated Christian virtue and I shall do more to cultivate it in
the coming year.
My top list of narkiness includes six churches, but I cannot go any further for fear
of retaliation and the real possibility of an illuminating list in next month’s Bell of
what makes congregations narky. Probably very entertaining but as I am
approaching another diocesan appraisal I do not want to know. Speaking of which,
appraisals are a source of narkiness as they involve me peering into the deep
parts of my ministry and trying to do better next time. I am hoping that, as we
have to organise our own torture session, it will go away. This is a small risk as it
is rare that Bishops stray as far as the Lune Valley. I may be able to last out until
retirement. Also on my list, people who hold knives like pens; people who abuse
the ‘10 items or fewer’ RULE in Booths at Carnforth and brides who choose ‘All
things bright and beautiful’.
I realise that my list tells you more about me and my prejudices than it does about
the delightful people who commit these flagrant breaches of scriptural law. And
that’s the thing about narkiness, it can be a display of petulant prejudice and an
all to common reaction to not getting out own selfish way, but it could be
something powerful and good.
Was Jesus ever narky? We take it for granted that St Paul was a bit tetchy and John
the Baptist was a grumpy so-and-so but what about Our Lord? Well, the Temple
money-changers laughed hollowly when He talked about loving your neighbour
and a fig tree was well fed up to be told that the flowers of the field get looked
after by a beneficent Creator. So there is evidence of Jesus getting angry but often
he was angry, not with the new Jerusalem one-way donkey system and Sabbath
opening times, but angry with those who block their neighbour’s access to God.
Jesus got narky on behalf of other people, not just because He was personally
miffed. Jesus got angry for a cause, for a mission. Jesus wants us to be narky
when we come across injustice, oppression of the poor and those ‘wolves’ who
torment the flock; time for us to get righteously angry about bringing in the
Kingdom.
NEWS FROM OUR CHURCHES
Holy Trinity, Wray
Much of our time recently has been taken up with events in our Scarecrow
Festival. The excellent exhibition held in church during the Festival was organised
and arranged by David Kenyon and we thank him very much. This was on farming
and David had equipment on loan from friends in Fleetwood who have a museum
there; other members of the village also brought equipment, many thanks to all.
The farming photos were enjoyed by visitors who recognised members of families
past. The ladies of the church had created a farmhouse kitchen with ‘kitchenalia’
items from times past. Our thanks must go also to Tamsin Hartley for the
beautiful flower arrangements and to the members of the church who decorated
the windows.
We were pleased to welcome again ‘The Houghton Weavers’ to our catering day on
the Friday in the Institute. Their playing was being relayed by the BBC to Radio
Lancashire. The hall was full, creating a happy atmosphere for the rest of the day.
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As last year the ‘Songs of Praise’ afternoon was popular. This was led by Mary
with John Parkinson at the organ and we sang eleven of our favourite hymns. We
were joined by our friends from Wray Methodist Chapel and many visitors who
were looking round the village; a big thank you to all who helped in any way to
make this week such a success.
We are sorry to announce that our congregation led service on Sunday June 3rd will
unfortunately have to be cancelled. This is due to a number of holiday
arrangements and we would have had no accompaniment for the hymns. The next
one will be on Sunday 1st July at the usual time of 2.30pm. Please come and join
us; refreshments afterwards.
The next ‘Messy Church’ will be held on Sunday 17th June.
We are now planning to hold a charity coffee morning on Saturday 14th July from
10.00am to 12 noon. This will involve strawberries, scones and cream. Bring and
buy book stalls included; everyone welcome.
Ann Anderson/Judith Wrigley
St James the Less, Tatham
The daffodils have gone and now it is bluebell and blossom time; how lovely is the
countryside when the sun shines. We are so fortunate to live in such a place and
in such a community.
The World War One exhibition and ‘Turner Afternoon’ were both very well
supported and appreciated, due in no small way to the excellent preceding
organisation.
Wray Fair was blessed for once with very hot weather to the benefit of our stall,
while the dodgy conditions on the first Sunday of the celebrations brought crowds
into the Institute to enjoy the delights of bacon butties and home made cakes.
The help and support on both occasions was magnificent.
Coming up in the summer, look out for a Flower Festival in church to mark
midsummer over the weekend of June 23rd/24th organised by Wennington WI, and
a Jazz and Fizz party at Station Farm on 14th July; see further details on page 11.
Lest it be thought that all our activities are secular, let us offer a warm welcome to
our annual Benefice Service on the last Sunday in July, the 29th, which is followed
by a picnic. We are due a hot summer’s day, no, overdue!
To end on a sad note, we report the death of Edmund Parker. Edmund lived in the
same house, some hundred yards from the church, for eighty seven of his ninety
years. He was always interested in St James the Less and after his retirement
undertook the maintenance of the church yard, a task he never really
relinquished. He and his tractor are greatly missed.
John Holt
St John the Baptist, Tunstall
I would like to thank our wonderful parishioners for all the help and support at
various events over the last two months. A big thank you to all the exhibitors and
everyone who helped set up the Art, Craft and Flower display which produced a
very high standard and variety of exhibits. Also to everyone who baked and
helped serve teas and man the door, we had a good turnout and this is well worth
pursuing again; many thanks to the faithful team of cleaners who came to clean
the church earlier in the month.
The painting has now had a beautiful light fitted which highlights the colour and
detail, for which thanks go to Tunstall Trust, also for their very successful plant
sale which was blessed by excellent weather.
Looking ahead we will be having a ‘Messy Church’ on 10th June and we look
forward to as many families joining us as possible. Then on Monday 11th June
there will be a patchwork session from 2pm-4pm with refreshments and on the 9th
July we will have a charcoal class, again from 2pm-4pm. Hopefully this will be in
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the churchyard if the weather is good; our Monday sessions will start again in
September.
Sadly we had the funeral of Richard Nelson on 30th March and our thoughts and
prayers are with Claire, Adam and James.
Sue Hunter
St Peter’s, Leck
Easter Sunday seems a long time ago now but we had a wonderful, well attended
service led by Sister Sue. The Easter egg hunt afterwards went down a treat with
the children and some adults too! We also managed some chocolate nests and
warm hot cross buns.
During May we had two parties of visiting Bell Ringers, each between 4.30 and
5.30pm. The first was on 23rd May and the second on 31st. It is wonderful to hear
the sound of our bells.
We are busy planning and looking forward to our Quiz Night on 1st June and on
Saturday 30th June we are having an ‘Open Gardens Event’ to which everyone is
welcome. Details for both events on page 11.
We also look forward to our Patronal Festival on Sunday 1st July when we hope to
have an increased congregation to celebrate the life and work of St Peter.
I am sure many of you are aware that the Church clock has stopped yet again! It is
now in need of external maintenance and investigations are ongoing as to how to
gain access. If anyone has a cherry picker able to reach the clock faces and is
willing to lend it to us we would be most grateful.
Please contact Joan Tel 01539 724 201
Planning ahead, Fiona Brodie and her String Quartet will be giving a Supper
Concert in the Fraser Hall at a date to be arranged in September.
Joan Withers/Ann Shuttleworth
Good Shepherd, Tatham Fells
The Devotional Hour on Good Friday and the service of Holy Communion on
Easter Sunday led by Norman and Ann brought the true meaning of Easter to all.
Our catering day on the first Saturday of Wray Scarecrow Festival was very busy
indeed and a good profit was made for Church funds.
The funeral of John James Lowis was held at our Church on 20th April followed by
burial in the churchyard. Our condolences go to his wife, Mary, and all his family.
Looking ahead we have two refreshment days coming up at Peter and Bronwen’s
Open Gardens; the first on Sunday 24th June and the second on Sunday 1st July.
Further details appear on page 11.
I finish with the good news that Tatham Fells Primary School gained ‘Outstanding’
in a recent SIAMS inspection (Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist
Schools). We send our warmest congratulations to the Head Teacher, Fiona Ip and
to all the staff and Governors.
At the Leaver’s Service on Tuesday 17th July our Year 2 children will each be
presented with a copy of ‘The Children’s Bible’ and the leavers will be presented
with the ‘Good News Bible’. The Diocesan Youth Worker will attend this service to
present church with a ‘Child Friendly Church’ award.
Carole Butcher
St Wilfrid’s, Melling
There are no entries from the registers in Melling to report however we have held
a coffee morning and hosted a Scandimoot concert over the last month.
As well as enjoying coffee and home made cakes around 70 people were
welcomed to church on the 28th April. We also had a display board telling the story
of those on the war memorial including embroideries linked to St Wilfrid’s.
Although it was a beautiful sunny day it was still a bit too cold to have tea outside,
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nonetheless the church looked splendid with the sunshine streaming through the
stained glass. The following Thursday, around 40 people attended the Ida Meidell
Blylod concert. Ida, a classically trained Swedish violinist treated us to an eclectic
mix of music ranging from Bach (appropriately for her baroque violin) to her own
compositions, some of which were bowed, some pizzicato. There were a few
Swedish polkas and an American composition, ‘The Chick Pea Reel’. Thanks Ida it
was a lovely evening and much appreciated by all. Thanks also to Phil from
Scandimoot for allowing us another concert. The two events raised over £500 for
church funds so thanks to all who supported these events.
Our next event will be an Organ Recital with strawberries and fizz on July 6th.
Graham Toft will be performing again and we look forward to another evening of
virtuosity this year. For further details please contact me on 015242 21638.
JAC Beeson.
CALENDAR OF SERVICES FOR JUNE AND JULY 2018
BCP=Book of Common Prayer
JUNE
Sunday 3rd
9.00am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

First Sunday after Trinity
Holy Communion (BCP)
Morning Service
Morning Service
Holy Communions

Tatham
Melling
Tatham Fells
Leck

Mark
Norman and Ann
Mark
Sue

Sunday 10th
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
6.30pm

Second Sunday after Trinity
Holy Communion
Morning Service
‘Messy Church’
Evening Prayer (BCP)

Wray
Tatham
Tunstall
Tatham Fells

Sue
Norman and Ann
Mark
Mark

Third Sunday after Trinity
Holy Communion (BCP)
‘Messy Church’
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Morning Service

Wray
Wray
Tatham Fells
Melling
Leck

Mark
Mary
Norman and Ann
Mark
Peter

Tatham Fells
Tatham
Tunstall

Sue
Visiting Priest
Sue

Melling
Leck
Wray
Tatham Fells

Sue
Sue
Congregation
Peter

Sunday 17th
8.00am
9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

Sunday 24th Fourth Sunday after Trinity
Feast of St John the Baptist
9.30am Morning Service
11.00am Holy Communion
11.00am Holy Communion
JULY
Sunday 1st
9.30am
11.00am
2.30pm
6.00pm

Fifth Sunday after Trinity
Feast of St Peter
Morning Service
Holy Communion
Evening Prayer (BCP)
Garden Service at Clearbeck
House
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Sunday 8th
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am
6.30pm

Sixth Sunday after Trinity
Holy Communion
Morning Service
Holy Communion
Evening Prayer (BCP)

Wray
Tatham
Tunstall
Tatham Fells

Mark
Mark
Sue
Norman and Ann

Sunday 15th
8.00am
9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

Seventh Sunday after Trinity
Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion
Morning Service
Holy Communion
Morning Service

Wray
Tatham Fells
Wray
Melling
Leck

Mark
Norman and Ann
Mark
Mark
Sue

Sunday 22nd
9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

Eighth Sunday after Trinity
Morning Service
Morning Service
Holy Communion
Morning Service

Wray
Tatham Fells
Tatham
Tunstall

Norman and Ann
Mark
Sue
Mark

Tatham

Mark

Sunday 29th
Ninth Sunday after Trinity
11.00am Benefice Communion followed
by a picnic.
A service for all six churches

ST JOSEPH’S HOUSE OF PRAYER, CHURCH LANE, TUNSTALL
Daily Service Times in the Bethany Chapel
The sisters keep Monday as their rest day
Tuesday – Saturday
7.00am
Lauds followed by
Community intercessions and silent prayer
7.15am
Prime
7.45am
Eucharist
12.45pm
Sext
5.00pm
Vespers
Sunday

7.00am
Lauds
7.15am
Prime
12.45pm
Sext
5.00pm
Vespers
OPEN HOUSE on the second Saturday of each month
Drop in between 2pm and 4pm
Tea, coffee and cakes available

FROM THE REGISTERS
Funeral, Tatham
Edmund Barton Parker

Funeral, Tatham Fells
John James Lowis

Funeral, Tunstall
Richard Nelson
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VISITING CHURCHES
The Church of the Good Shepherd, Tekapo, New Zealand

We have recently had an extended holiday in New Zealand. The primary reason for
going was to visit an old friend from university days, with whom I had shared a
flat. We spent time in both North and South Island and on our way back to
Christchurch the day before we flew home we passed through the village of
Tekapo on the shores of a picturesque lake which shares its name. There is a tiny
church on the shore line called the Church of the Good Shepherd. A service was
just finishing and Lucy and I went in to talk to the vicar. Revd Gosling was a
visiting vicar but was very welcoming and keenly interested to learn that our
church had the same name. He gave us permission to take some photographs so
that we could show them to our fellow parishioners. It is a small church, opened
in 1935 by the Duke of Gloucester, and can only accommodate 50 people. The
window at the end is over-exposed in the photograph of the interior below so the
amazing view down the lake that appears over the alter is not visible. The Church
of the Good Shepherd is the only church in Tekapo; it is interdenominational and
continues to be a place of worship for local residents. Services are held regularly
throughout the year.
Apparently, it was designed to give the impression of “quiet strength and
simplicity reflecting the essential qualities of the early settlers who endured the
tough Mackenzie Country environment” and was built partly as a memorial to the
pioneers of the district. The builders were instructed that the site was to be left
undisturbed, and that even the matagouri bushes surrounding the building were
to remain. Rocks which happened to be on the wall line were not to be removed.
The stones for the walls were to be procured from within a radius of five miles of
the site and were to be unchipped and in their natural condition.
I have written to the lead vicar giving him some information about our church.
Clive Story
QUIET DAY AT
The Church of the Good Shepherd, Tatham Fells
Saturday July 14th
A Quiet Day is exactly what it says, a day for quiet, when we stop rushing about
and allow our soul to catch up with our body. We shall begin at 10am with tea or
coffee.
There will be three brief talks in church in the course of the day to which you may
choose to come or not. We shall share in a Jacob’s Join lunch in the Old School,
towards which you are asked to bring a contribution of food and we shall end with
an informal service of Holy Communion.
Exactly how you spend the time will be up to you. You may listen to the talks and
reflect upon them, read a book, go for a walk, knit, sew, pray or sleep. The day
will finish by 4pm but if you need to leave earlier that will be no problem.
If you would like to know more please have a word with me.
Norman 015242 62936
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‘Virtual Tweets from St Joseph’s House of Prayer’
or a day in the life of the Sisters of the
Order of the Companions of Martha and Mary

5.30am

Rising bell – well the alarm clock that stands for it! Sending up a short
prayer of thanks for a comfortable bed and prayers for those who don’t
have a home.

6.00am

Into the Chapel for private prayer and Bible reading: a blessed way into
the day.

7.00am

First service of the day – Lauds; a Latin word meaning ‘praise’ we begin
our communal day by praising God together; love to watch the sun rise
and join the birds in their own songs of praise to our loving God.

7.15am

After a few minutes of silent prayer we have our second service – Prime
or Morning Prayer, thanking God for this new day. Glad the psalmist
says we should make a joyful noise to the Lord as the singing was far
from perfect this morning!

7.45am

Mass – the heart of our day and our lives. All our prayer and work move
towards and away from this beautiful Sacrament; the special presence
of the Risen Christ received in homely things – bread and wine

8.25am

Breakfast! Thank you God for these good gifts.

8.45am

Time to get physical – clear away the breakfast things and clean the
bathrooms (3!) remembering we do everything for the glory of God.

9.15am

Back to the Chapel for Terce – another Latin word meaning Three or
Third; in the ancient world this would have been the third hour of the
day. Traditionally associated with Pentecost and descending of the Holy
Spirit to bless the work and activities of the day.

9.30am

Bethany meeting – we discuss what needs doing for the day, check
diaries and allocate jobs.

9.45am

Activity, activity, activity! We have a large group in today so all must be
extra spic and span and our silence is interrupted by the vacuum
cleaner, the bread maker and the dishwasher. Soup and sandwiches
need to be made for 17 (19 if we include ourselves), and tea and coffee
for them all on arrival and departure! Not to mention it’s community
laundry day as well, so on with washing machine. ‘Martha, Martha, you
are distracted by many things!’

12noon

Back into the kitchen to prepare for lunch. Bless our little kitchen Lord
and all who will eat this meal.
Halfway through the day. The next half in the next issue …
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GOOD FRIDAY FUN

Taking part in the Good Friday Workshop in Wray Institute
which was organised by Mary Winter
The children are not in order of appearance on the photo
Kai, Dante, Harry, Anne-Marie, Alice, Alex, Nicolas,
Jamie, Archie, Emilie, Scarlett, Victoria

FOR YOUNG PEOPLE IN WRAY CHURCH

Joyful Noise
We are experimenting with running this activity EVERY Tuesday morning at
9.00am. Mary leads once a month, and the rest of the time it’s whatever you want
it to be. The church is open, and you can get yourself onto the Facebook group
and organise who is bringing the milk; last meeting of the academic year Tuesday
July 17th.
After School Club
Friday June 15th in church, after school to 4.45pm
Friday July 13th AT MARY’S HOUSE – as soon as you can get there to c.5.00pm
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EVENTS AND INFORMATION
ST PETER’S, LECK
QUIZ NIGHT AND SUPPER
at The Fraser Hall, Cowan Bridge
1st June at 7.00pm
A fun evening testing your
knowledge on different subjects!
Bar and raffle too
Proceeds to St Peter’s Church
Tickets £12.50 to include supper
available from
Cowan Bridge Stores
015242 73302
Janet Nuttall
07816 640 755
Fiona Brodie
015242 41974

CLEARBECK OPEN GARDENS
Clearbeck Garden will be open
again for Charity this year on
Sundays 24th June and 1st July.
Each day we shall be open from
11am to 5pm, but followed on 1st
July by the Garden Service, when we
sing some hymns, at 6pm.
Come and see the new ‘Scrape’ for
wildlife and the enlarged lake
Signposted from Wray and Bentham
Refreshments
Proceeds for Save the Children
and Tatham Fells Church

LOWGILL SPORTS
AND SHEEPDOG TRIALS
SATURDAY 9TH JUNE
Sheepdog trials start at 8.30am
at Botton Road, Lowgill LA2 8QX
Sports start at 3.00pm
in the field opposite
Tatham Fells Primary School LA2 8RA
Fancy Dress 3.15pm
Children’s sports 3.30pm
Adult sports/Fell races from 4.30pm
Cumberland and Westmoreland
Wrestling 7.00pm
Information on Facebook
‘Lowgill Sports and Sheepdog Trials’
www.lowgill-sports.co.uk

ST PETER’S CHURCH, LECK
OPEN GARDENS EVENT
Saturday 30th June
11.00am-4.00pm
Starting from Church
where refreshments will be served.
Produce stall and ample parking
For tickets £5 per adult contact
Sally Figgins 07767 821 756
Janet Nuttall 07816 640 755
Children FREE
ST JAMES THE LESS, TATHAM
A SUMMER EVENING
OF JAZZ AND FIZZ
with the High Society Jazz Band
SATURDAY 14TH JULY AT 6PM
at Station Farm, Wennington
by kind permission of
Willis and Jackie Harrison
Tickets £15
to include summer supper,
strawberries, cream, glass of fizz
available from
Linda Kirkby 015242 21486
Phyllis Holt 015242 21443
All proceeds to St James the Less

ST JAMES THE LESS, TATHAM
CHURCH LIFE IN FLOWERS
Friday 22nd to Sunday 24th June
9.00am to 6.00pm
A Midsummer Celebration.
Come and enjoy the beautiful and
unusual flower arrangements
depicting the various community
activities taking place in this
wonderful 15th Century Church
Church service 11.00a.m.
on the Sunday
Everyone welcome
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ADVERTISING

B & W FUNERALS

UPHOLSTERY CLASSES

39 Main Street, Ingleton,
Carnforth, LA6 3EH
Funeral Director
James G Macdonald

at Lower Tatham Church
Wednesday morning
or afternoon sessions
Come regularly or occasionally.
Re-cover your old chair/stool
or make a new footstool/bedhead
Contact: Sue Marsden 07836 500091

Tel: 015242 41293
Home: 015242 61370
Mobile: 07758 002260

Email: sue@tuffett.co.uk

BRIDGE HOUSE FARM
TEAROOMS

R T Harrison & Son
Traditional dry stone walling
Local business specialising in
traditional dry stone walling
and mortar stone walling
also flag laying and stone facing.
Digger work now also available.
All tasks considered.
To see examples visit our Facebook page
‘R T Harrison & Son’
No charge for an estimate

Wray, Lancaster, LA2 8QP
Open Tuesday-Sunday 10am – 5pm
Closed on Mondays
Sunday roast every week
Reservations Tel: 015242 22496
Classic bike nights
First Thursday of the month 6pm onwards

Classic car nights
Third Thursday of the month 6pm onwards

Contact: 07792 901 822
OR 015242 21494

Lune Valley Physiotherapy

WILLIAM TAYLOR

Specialist experience working with
scarring and tightness from surgery,
injury and radiotherapy, and with
people who have or have had cancer.
Leah Dalby MSCP 07934 785 797
email: leahthephysio@gmail.com
www.leahthephysio.co.uk

ALL ODD JOBS UNDERTAKEN
Painting, garden clearing,
Drains cleared, Stone Walling,
Building repairs.
Mini digger hire.
Ring William on
07855 999 068 OR
015242 74233

GRAHAM FAWCETT PLANT LTD

GARDEN MACHINERY
SERVICE AND REPAIRS

FARM COMMUNITY
NETWORK
A HELPLINE IS OPEN
7.00AM-11.00PM
every day

Free collection and delivery
within the Lune Valley
Tel: 015242 62888
email: sales@fawcettplant.co.uk
Unit 3B Bentham Industrial Estate
Wenning Avenue
Bentham, Lancaster,
LA2 8NB

Tel: 03000 111 999
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