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YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

The team of clergy and lay-people who run our Services at the six churches are: 
Revd Mark Cannon (Vicar) Tel: 015242 21030 
Email: markhcannon1@gmail.com 
Revd Canon Norman and Dr Ann Dawson Tel: 015242 62936 
Sister Sue OCMM (Revd Canon Dr Sue Williams) Tel: 03330 119 563 

Peter Osborne Tel: 015242 61029 
Mary Winter Tel: 015242 21784 

 
For further details please go to the Benefice website  

‘Benefice of East Lonsdale’ 
http://eastlonsdalebenefice.wordpress.com  

 
CHURCH CONTACTS 

 
WRAY 
HOLY TRINITY 

Judith Wrigley 
Ann Anderson 

Tel: 015242 21120 
Tel: 015242 21173 

   
TATHAM 
ST JAMES THE LESS 

Phyllis Holt 
 

Tel: 015242 21443 
 

   
TATHAM FELLS 
GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH 

Carole Butcher 
John Wilson 

Tel: 015242 63095 
Tel: 03330 062 270 

   
TUNSTALL 
ST JOHN THE BAPTIST 

Sue Hunter Tel: 015242 72540 

   
MELLING 
ST WILFRID 

JAC Beeson Tel: 015242 21638 

   
LECK 
ST PETER 

Joan Withers Tel: 01539 724201 

 
 
 
 

This issue has been sponsored by 
The Good Shepherd, Tatham Fells 

 
Sponsorship: if you wish to sponsor an issue as an individual, 

in memory of someone, or as a business 
please contact Marilyn at lyn201@live.co.uk, the cost will be £60 

 

Copy date for the April/May edition is  
12

th
 March 2020 

http://eastlonsdalebenefice.wordpress.com/
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Diary of a Lune Valley Vicar by Mark Cannon 
 
O Christ, the plough, O Christ the laughter …begins a beautiful John Masefield prayer/hymn 
for Plough Sunday just past, but I have also heard the words of the prayer in some different 
settings last week. 
Sunday: There is a baptism going on, and the church is busier than usual. Our PR team 
suggests taking photos and putting them on the website a “typical Sunday in the Lune                  
Valley “…fake news, indeed. Anyway, I approach a baptism guest before the service starts 
and she is obviously shocked to find a man in a full length dress tapping her on the 
shoulder….she turns, sees me, and exclaims in a loud voice ..”O Christ!” Her friends laugh 
nervously, and I reply, ” Not quite, just one of his reps..” no LOLZ follow, another gag falls to 
the floor. 
Saturday: I have been aware for a few days that my well-beloved car has been behaving 
oddly, and not in her previous well-mannered and trusty way. There have been warning lights 
flashing on and off that I have never seen before, and for which I needed Google to interpret. 
Pouring in oil has kept me going, but it now sounds as if a drummer is living under the bonnet 
and is practising enthusiastically. The top speed drops to less than 30, and I am overtaken by 
tractors pulling muckspreaders etc, and I am even in danger (oh, the humiliation) of being 
passed by a motorhome. I limp into a Dales garage, and I hear the mechanic declare, “O 
Christ!”, as the drummer finishes with a flourish and some cymbals as well. I doubt he was 
uttering a prayer, but if it was, it was surely a prayer to begin a funeral service. 
Sunday: So many of us use the name of Jesus casually throughout the day, and we barely 
give it a second thought, as if it makes no difference, But it can change things, even when we 
use Jesus’ name to swear because of some misfortune. The name we use so carelessly 
opens a door. In anger, in surprise, in shock, in pain, or in distress, that name is heard. At 
Christmas we celebrated Christ dwelling among us, and His presence continues, call on His 
name. 

NEWS FROM OUR CHURCHES 
 
Holy Trinity, Wray 
 
At Holy Trinity we have had a busy few weeks especially over the Christmas period. We thank 
Mary for organising Carols by Candlelight and Messy Church with Christingle, both very 
popular. It was also our turn to hold the joint carol service with the Methodists. Always 
enjoyable. One of the highlights was the Instant Nativity on Christmas Eve. The church was 
full and the children dressed up and performed the nativity story. Thank you to everyone who 
helped by taking part in this. As well as these Christmas events we held the Benefice family 
communion. 
The next services led by the congregation will be on 2nd February and the 1st March. These 
continue to increase in popularity with numbers rising. Many thanks to the leaders who 
volunteer to take these services. They take some planning! 
During March we begin with Messy Church on the 8th and then on the 22nd it is our 
Mothering Sunday Service. Please come and join us. Also, on 26th March we will be holding 
our Lent Lunch in church. Donations will go to charity. This is a lovely get together and the 
soup is of course all homemade. 
In the church porch, which is open during the day, we still have the box for our collection of 
groceries etc for the homeless. Thank you to everyone who helps to fill it. 
 

Ann Anderson and Judith Wrigley 
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Good Shepherd Church, Tatham Fells 
 
Autumn leaves in the car park were just about cleared for the lovely local wedding of  
Andrew Lawson and Emily Warin on Saturday 23rd November. We wish them every blessing. 
Festivities started with the Christmas Coffee Morning on Saturday 7th December at the Old 
School, when Father Christmas came. On Sunday 8th December children in the School’s 
reception class enacted the story of the Sleepy Shepherd and the church was full. On Sunday 
15th at 6.30pm, the candle-lit Service of Carols and Readings from a wide band of 
representatives in the parish was likewise very well attended and was followed by mince pies 
and mulled wine at the Old School. 
John Wilson organised an Advent ‘panada’ – the passing round of a crib - in Lowgill and 
Tatham Fells households. Both a childrens’ carol singing group and an adult group braved the 
elements on evenings before Christmas. The crib was returned to the church on Christmas 
Eve at the Midnight Service, led this year by Revd Mark. 

Sara Mason 
                
St James the Less, Tatham 
 
Four events stand out since the last edition. 
Election Day was quickly forgotten (no comment) at the splendid evening provided by 
Wenning Voices at their annual Open Evening in the church. A full house were treated to a 
delightful entertainment of Christmas music and were even invited to join in for the well known 
carols. All rounded off with "refreshments". Thank you. 
The rain relented in the nick of time for Carols on The Green in the run up to Christmas, again 
led by the Voices, after which we were sent off home warmed by mulled wine and mince pies. 
The church is always full for the traditional Crib and Carol Service on Christmas Eve in the 
well loved format devised and again led by Norman and Ann. This season was no exception, 
and, we hear, marks the real start of Christmas for many of us. 
In contrast, at Tatham we mark Plough Sunday with a special service to mark our peaceful 
rural setting and our hopes for a prosperous farming year. The service, or is it the prospect of 
the following bacon butties, was again well supported and much appreciated. Again our 
thanks go to Norman and Ann for their planning and leadership. 
Finally , the Friends have organised a return visit by the Lancaster Singers and we anticipate 
a full house and much enjoyment at their visit in May . More details in the next edition of the 
Bell.  
                                         John Holt 
 
St John the Baptist Church, Tunstall 
 
Happy New Year to you all. It was a busy festive period, thank you to everyone who attended 
the carol singing in the Highwayman and thank you to the pub for the festive food. It was 
lovely to see a full church on Christmas Eve for our “You Tube” crib service with all the 
children in wonderful attire and Mark telling us the nativity story helped by the children. 
Christmas morning was also well attended and prepared us for the day ahead. 
On the 7th January the ashes of Karin Toschek were finally laid to rest in the churchyard and 
our thoughts and prayers are with her family 
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We look forward to our monthly craft classes in church on the second Monday of every month 
beginning on 10th February, with an art class from 2pm till 4pm. There will also be a Sunday 
tea time club, with activities, songs and stories coming up soon. The next bell ringing is on the 
6th February at 6.30pm. 
Thank you to everyone who has offered help in various ways to do some maintenance on the 
church and churchyard which I will follow up in February as the weather gets milder and more 
spring like. The bulbs are up all over the churchyard so spring is only round the corner. 
                 

Sue Hunter 
 
St Peter’s, Leck 
 
Firstly I must thank Joss Robinson, for again supplying and helping erect our wonderful 
Christmas Tree. This year it seemed more magnificent than ever and there was no needle 
drop even when we sadly had to remove it. 
Thanks again Joss. 
 
Our two Carol Services were both well attended and inspirational. 
The Pupils of St Peter’s School delivered their usual high standard of telling the Christmas 
Story. Prayers this year were shared by Sister Sue and Wendy Thornton from Cowan Bridge 
Methodist Chapel.  Refreshments were provided and served by members of the Chapel 
congregation. This was a wonderful experience of the two Churches working together. We 
hope it will set a precedent for the future. 
 
Mark led the Parish Carol Service, part of which was lit by candlelight. Readers were chosen 
from the local community. Many thanks to everyone who contributed to the Christmassy 
refreshments served at the end. 
 
There was a large congregation on Sunday 5th January for the Baptism of 
Freya Mae Middleton-Townley. Mark was his usual jovial self and the baby seemed to enjoy 
this. We wish her and her family every blessing for her future. 
 
Most of you will have noticed that the clock is still misbehaving!  As mentioned in a previous 
edition we may need to consider spending a considerable amount to future proof its 
reliability.  More discussion needed. 
 
We are currently looking forward to a Wedding on the 31st of January and a Baptism 
on a date to be confirmed in February. 
 
A Leck Parish Meeting is due so nothing else to report.    

Joan Withers 
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CALENDAR OF SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY AND MARCH 

                                           BCP = Book of Common Prayer 

FEBRUARY  

Sunday 2nd   Feast of the Presentation - Candlemas 

  9.00am      Holy Communion (BCP)            Tatham                     Norman and Ann 

  9.30am      Christingle Service                    Tatham Fells             Mark 

  9.30am      Morning Service                        Melling                      Sue 

11.00am      Holy Communion                      Leck                             Sue 

  2.30pm      Evening Prayer (BCP)    Wray                             Congregation 

Sunday 9th    Third Sunday before Lent 

   9.30am      Holy Communion     Wray                            Mark              

 11.00am      Morning Service             Tatham                   Sue 

 11.00am      Holy Communion                Tunstall                    Mark                  

   2.15pm      Evening Prayer (BCP)                Tatham Fells            Norman and Ann 

Sunday 16th  Second Sunday before Lent 

   8.00am      Holy Communion (BCP)             Wray                         Mark 

   9.30am      Morning Service                        Wray                        Mark 

   9.30am      Holy Communion                      Tatham Fells             Sue   

 11.00am      Holy Communion                      Melling                      Norman and Ann 

 11.00am      Morning Service                        Leck                         Mark     

Sunday 23rd  Sunday next before Lent  

  9.30am       Holy Communion                      Wray                        Norman and Ann 

11.00am       Holy Communion                      Tatham                    Mark 

11.00am       Holy Communion                      Tunstall                   Sue  

  4.30pm   Pancake Service      Tatham Fells  Mark  

February 26th  Ash Wednesday 

10.30am       Holy Communion               Tatham Fells            Norman and Ann 

   

MARCH  

Sunday 1st   First Sunday of Lent 

   9.00am      Holy Communion (BCP)              Tatham                   Sue 

   9.30am   Morning Service       Melling                   Mark 

 11.00am   Morning Service                        Tatham Fells           Sue 

 11.00am      Holy Communion                       Leck                       Mark                        

  2.30pm       Evening Prayer (BCP)                  Wray                      Congregation  
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Sunday 8th    Second Sunday of Lent 

11.00am     Morning Service                         Tatham                   Mark                           

11.00am     Holy Communion                       Tunstall                   Sue 

  2.15pm     Evening Prayer (BCP)                  Tatham Fells           Peter 

    4.00pm     ‘Messy Church’                           Wray                      Mark and Mary 

Sunday 15th  Third Sunday of Lent 

   8.00am      Holy Communion (BCP)       Wray                     Mark 

   9.30am   Morning Service                          Wray                     Mark   

   9.30am      Holy Communion                        Tatham Fells         Sue  

 11.00am      Morning Service                           Leck                      Norman and Ann 

Sunday 22nd Mothering Sunday 

  9.30am      Mothering Sunday Service             Tatham Fells   Mark 

                    with Tatham Fells School             

10.00am      Family Service for                          Wray               Mary  

   Mothering Sunday 

11.00am      Mothering Sunday Service             Tatham                   Norman and Ann             

11.00am      Holy Communion for                     Tunstall           Sue    

                    Mothering Sunday 

11.00am      Mothering Sunday Service              Melling           Mark  

                    with Melling School 

Sunday 29th  Fifth Sunday of Lent 

11.00am      Benefice Family Communion           Melling             Mark              
  

 
 

FROM THE REGISTERS 
 
Wray, Funeral  
15th September 2019, Ruby Atkinson aged 81 at Beetham Crematorium. 
 
Tunstall, Burial of Ashes 
7th January  2020, Karin Toschek at St. John the Baptist 
 
Leck, Baptism  
5th January 2020, Freya Mae Middleton-Townley 
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ST JOSEPH’S HOUSE OF PRAYER, CHURCH LANE, TUNSTALL 
Daily Service Times in the Bethany Chapel 

 
The sisters keep Monday as their rest day 
 
Tuesday – Saturday 7.00am Lauds followed by 
      Community intercessions and silent prayer 
    7.15am Prime   7.45 am Eucharist 
           12.45am Sext   5.00 pm Vespers 
Sunday   7.00am Lauds   7.15 am Prime 
           12.45pm Sext   5.00 pm Vespers 
 
OPEN HOUSE second Saturday of each month 2pm-4pm- tea, coffee, cakes 

 
 

Bible Reading/Study Group 
A small group of people have been reading and discussing various books in The Bible in a 
very relaxed way. If anyone would like to join this group please contact Fiona at 
fionaebrodie@gmail.com or Jane at jane@greenhalgh2000.co.uk or Tel 01524 805 844 for 
further details. 
 
 
Confirmation Classes for adults 2020 
Confirmation is the church service where the candidates confirm their intention to be a 
Christian and are welcomed into the church. It often goes with first communion, and is 
conducted by one of our bishops.  Anyone wishing to be confirmed can contact Mark for 
further information on telephone number 015242 21030. 

 
 

******** Lent Lunches ******* 

 
To be held on Thursdays from 12 - 1.30pm 

 
27 Feb   Riggs Farm, Tatham (Olive And Brian Beard) 

 
5 March     The Old Rectory, Low Tatham  (Phyllis And John Holt) 

 
12 March     Brackenbottom Barn, Lowgill  (Margaret Baker) 

 
19 March    Laith House, Tatham Green  (Althea And Martin Gillibrand) 

 
26 March     Holy Trinity Church, Wray  (Churchwardens) 

 
02 April        The Old School, Tatham Fells  (Contact Liesel Fox) 

 

All Welcome. Do Join Us For Soup, Cheese And Fellowship.   

Proceeds To Charities. 

Contact Liesel Fox  (62486)  For Further Information. 

mailto:fionaebrodie@gmail.com
mailto:jane@greenhalgh2000.co.uk
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VISITING CHURCHES - Saint Clements, Rodel, Part 2 

In the dark, bare-stone, interior of St Clements, there is no furnishing, only two tombs and a 
series of Celtic-design grave slabs. The most splendid is the tomb of ‘Hunchback’ MacLeod. 
The tribal feud that had disfigured him continued over the decades and he had contributed an 
incident of particular violence. 

Opportunist MacDonalds from Eigg had snatched some MacLeod birminnhs (battle boats) 
and massive retaliation was planned. Seeing a flotilla approaching, all the terrified Eigg 
people hid themselves in a cave under the southern cliffs of the island. After much time had 
passed they sent a boy out to see if the enemy had left. They had, but they saw the boy from 
their boats and, returning, followed his footsteps in the snow. MacLeod had a bonfire built at 
the cave entrance, lit it, and suffocated every single person inside. 

Who knows but that St. Clements, which was built well before Clotach’s death, was created 
as a sort of penance? Certainly his tomb, also sculpted early (1538,) seems eloquent. Under 
a wide Gothic arch lies his long-sword carrying effigy in black stone. The carvings round and 
within the arch are in a lighter stone and many in fine condition. One shows a birminnh in 
such detail that you can see how the sail is blown bulging against a rope. All is focussed on 
the Trinity at the apex of the arch, under which a Sun expresses hope of glory. But it will not 
be easy, for an angel and a devil fight over a little soul. Is it not his? 

Around is a wealth of carving: stag hunting, trumpet-blowing monks, saints and an angel 
weighing the souls of the dead. In the dark cavern of the nave, MacLeod’s tomb seems a 
barbaric but splendid expression of hope.               

Peter Osborne 
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FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 

 

 
 
 
Children's Activities in Wray Church 
I'd like to give you a run-down of the activities available for your children in Wray Church.  In 
all cases, these activities are open to all children, whether or not they attend Wray Church. 
Below is a list of dates for the rest of this term; 
 
February 
Every Tuesday from 8:50am in Wray Church:  Joyful Noise 
All parents and carers are most welcome to come along to this weekly drop-in.  Coffee, chat, 
crafts and a warm welcome.  Newborns to pre-schoolers welcome!   
 
Youth Group - Every other Monday in Wray Church, from 7 - 8 p.m.  
Feb  10,  Feb 24       
 
March 
Every Tuesday from 8:50am in Wray Church:  Joyful Noise 
All parents and carers are most welcome to come along to this weekly drop-in.  Coffee, chat, 
crafts and a warm welcome.  Newborns to pre-schoolers welcome!   
 
Youth Group - Every other Monday in Wray Church, from  7-8 p.m.  
March 9  March 23 
 

Mary Winter      
 
 

The Children’s Society 
 
As a Benefice we have for many years supported the Children’ Society through the collections 
at our Christingle Services. In recent years the numbers and hence the offerings at these 
services have gradually declined so the churches have now agreed to send collections from 
more popular Christmastide services. 
This year we have sent a total of £551.26 to the Society.  £200 of this came from the School 
Nativity Service at Tatham Fells, £151.26 from the Carol Service at Melling and a further £200 
from Wray, this from the Christingle Service which raised £50 and the Instant Nativity Service 
which raised the remaining £150. 
Thankyou on behalf of the Children’s Society to all who helped us to raise this splendid total. 
 

Ann Dawson 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjIrpeYn87eAhUEesAKHSjuCGEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fmelbournechapter.net%2Fexplore%2Fchild-coloring-clipart%2F&psig=AOvVaw2bXvRQumptj2d5XroGqjPh&ust=1542091068160520


  

 

EVENTS AND INFORMATION 

 

The Good Shepherd, Tatham Fells 
 

The Big Pancake Party 
 

  Sunday 23rd February 
4.30pm In Church for a short service 

                                   followed by 
 

              Pancakes and Games in the Old School (all ages welcome!) 
in aid of the 

Together Network  
 

(helping to provide food and help for families 
through the church urban fund) 

 
 

 
COUNTRY FLOWERS WORKSHOPS 

Enjoy a relaxing morning or day 
working with beautiful flowers 

Various options and dates 
Mindfulness with flowers 

Wedding Flowers 
Creating a flower filled arch 

Contact Holly on 07713 094 105 
countryflowersworkshops@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 

Back due to popular demand! 
 

BELL RINGING 
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 

TUNSTALL 
 

6
TH

 FEBRUARY, 6.30 PM 
 

 

FARM COMMUNITY 
NETWORK 

A HELPLINE IS OPEN  
7.00AM – 11.00PM 

EVERY DAY 
TEL: 03000 111 999 

 

 

ST. JAMES THE LESS CHURCH  

MOVIES IN THE PEWS 
FEBRUARY 14

TH
 & MARCH 13

TH
 

CONTACT SUE or HELEN 
 moviesinthe pews@gmail.com 
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B & W FUNERALS 
39 Main Street, Ingleton,  

Carnforth, LA6 3EH 

Funeral Director 

James G Macdonald 
Tel: 015242 41293 

Home: 015242 61370  

Mobile: 07758 002260 
 

 

TUFFET 
Weekly upholstery classes for all levels 

Every Wednesday am/pm & Thurs am  

At Tatham near Low Bentham 

New one-day workshops to make a new 

footstool or bed headboard in a day  

Available on Saturdays 

Or commission a bespoke footstool 

in any size and fabric 
Contact Sue Marsden 07836 500 091 

Or email sue@tuffett.co.uk  

 
BRIDGE HOUSE FARM 

TEAROOMS 
Wray, Lancaster, LA2 8QP 

Open Tuesday – Sunday 10am-4pm 

Closed on Mondays 

 

Why not enjoy a Sunday Roast! 

Reservations Tel: 01524 237775 
 

R T Harrison & Son 
Traditional dry stone walling 

Local business specialising in  

traditional dry stone walling  

and mortar stone walling 

All tasks considered.  

 Facebook page ‘R T Harrison & Son’ 

No charge for an estimate 

Contact: 07792 901 822 

OR 015242 21494 

 

Lune Valley Physiotherapy 
Specialist experience working with 

scarring and tightness from surgery, 

injury and radiotherapy, and with 

people who have or have had cancer. 

 

Leah Dalby MSCP 07934 785 797 
email: leahthephysio@gmail.com  

          www.leahthephysio.co.uk 

 

R T Harrison 

MOLE CATCHER 
Mole catching service, based in Wray, for 

both domestic gardens and farmland. 

Charges are made per mole 

Price per mole depends on travelling distance 

and time required for the job 

Happy to discuss any job 

Contact Richard Harrison 

Tel: 015242 21156 

 
 

GRAHAM FAWCETT PLANT LTD 

GARDEN MACHINERY  

SERVICE AND REPAIRS 
 

Tel: 015242 62888 
email: sales@fawcettplant.co.uk 

Unit 3B Bentham Industrial Estate 

Wenning Avenue, Bentham,  

Lancaster, LA2 8NB 
 

WILLIAM TAYLOR 
ALL ODD JOBS UNDERTAKEN 

Painting, garden clearing, 

Drains cleared, Stone Walling, 

Building repairs. Mini digger hire. 

Ring William on 

07855 990 068 OR  

015242 74233 

mailto:sue@tuffett.co.uk
mailto:leahthephysio@gmail.com
http://www.leahthephysio.co.uk/
mailto:sales@fawcettplant.co.uk

