THE BELL
Benefice of East Lonsdale
December to January 2022

Leck, Melling, Tatham, Tatham Fells, Tunstall & Wray

OUR CHURCH STAFF
During the Interregnum, when we are without a vicar, our services will be led by the
following clergy and lay ministers;
Revd Canon Norman and Dr Ann Dawson
Tel: 015242 62936
Sister Judith OCMM and Sister Sue OCMM
Tel: 03330 119563
Peter Osborne
Tel: 015242 61029
Mary Winter
Tel: 015242 21784
Other services will be led by members of our various congregations.
For further details please go to the Benefice website ‘Benefice of East
Lonsdale: http://eastlonsdalebenefice.wordpress.com

CHURCH CONTACTS
WRAY
HOLY TRINITY

Judith Wrigley

Tel: 015242 21120

Phyllis Holt
Linda Kirkby

Tel: 015242 21443
Tel: 015242 21486

John Wilson
Helen Wilkinson

Tel: 03330 062270
Tel: 07955 060226

TUNSTALL
ST JOHN THE BAPTIST

Sue Hunter

Tel: 015242 72540

MELLING
ST WILFRID

JAC Beeson

Tel: 015242 21638

LECK
ST PETER

Joan Withers

Tel: 01539 724201

TATHAM
ST JAMES THE LESS
TATHAM FELLS
GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH

SPONSORSHIP
This edition of the Bell has been kindly sponsored by the Church of the
Good Shepherd, Tatham Fells
If you wish to sponsor an issue as an individual, in memory of someone
or as a business, please email Marilyn at lyn201@live.co.uk. The cost
will be £60.

NEWS FROM OUR CHURCHES
St John the Baptist Church, Tunstall
Church is slowly getting back to normal and we must thank all our clergy for
helping us through the last 2 years.
On the 15th of October we had a beautiful wedding, Frank and Mabel Parr
married Amy Downham and Edward Duckett, they were blessed with a
glorious sunny day too.
On the 22nd of October there was a memorial service for Derek Durling,
who passed away earlier in the year and his ashes were laid to rest. Our
condolences go out to the family.
We have a few dates for your diary, at 10am on Thursday, 9th of December
we will be decorating the church for Christmas, anyone would be welcome to
help and if you have any holly with berries please bring it with you. Our
annual Carol singing will be outside in the churchyard on Monday 13th
December at 6pm. There will be a Christmas Communion on Sunday the
19th December at 11am at Tunstall. Then on Christmas Day our service is at
Leck at 10 am.
Thank you all for your support this year, here's to a happy 2022.
Sue Hunter
St Peter’s, Leck
We have enjoyed lively and varied services at Leck, with near-normal singing
and catch up coffees. We are delighted and excited about the news of our
new vicar, Jane Lee, and can‟t wait to welcome her to similar services and
celebrations. Details of Jane‟s induction will be circulated when date and
venue are known and this will be a wonderful occasion for our Benefice
community. Jane‟s arrival will be a new chapter as we all grow in spirit and
fellowship. We send our thanks to all involved in the process of securing this
appointment.
Our harvest thanksgiving was uplifting and the delicious brunch afterwards
reflected all that is good about the season. We also collected non-perishable
foods which we sent to Kirkby Lonsdale Community Cupboard. Thanks for all
donations and to Cowan Bridge Stores for their help with this.
We are looking forward to Advent and Christmas and are planning our
congregation led carol service on 12 December at 4pm. This will include
traditional and favourite readings and music, candles, and of course mulled
wine and mince pies. Everyone is welcome, so please do join us.
We are pleased that our church building is in reasonable order and that the
churchyard is tended and looks attractive. We are hugely grateful and
appreciative of everyone‟s hard work.
Can I please request that although all Christmas Decorations provided
for the church are very much appreciated can they please be collected
by the end of January otherwise they will have to be disposed of due to a
lack of storage facilities, thank you.

Tower Wood Visit
The school children have been busy, with the juniors visiting Tower Wood,
where they took part in various different activities including canoeing,
kayaking, low ropes and tree climbing. As the weather was so lovely, some of
the children braved the jump into the Lake at the end of the day.

All children enjoyed the Harvest Activity Day activities and Reverend Wendy
took the collection to the Community Kitchen in Kirkby Lonsdale. The children
also went to Leck St Peter's Churchyard on Thursday 11th November at
11am to remember the service and sacrifices given by so many.
The school are seeking a Foundation governor, and so do please contact us
if interested.
Joan and Rebecca, St Peter’s, Leck
Holy Trinity, Wray
Activities for Children and Young People at Wray Church
At the time of writing, we are planning
a Messy Church for 5th December at
4pm and one for Sunday 30th January
2022 at 4pm.
Mary Winter

St James the Less, Lower Tatham
The Harvest Service was well attended with a very generous collection for the
Food Bank. It was lovely to see so many people at the Remembrance
Sunday Service. As always a very poignant and moving service which was
complemented by our new tribute to the fallen outside the Church surrounded
by poppies .

Wenning Voices resumed in September and continues to thrive with several
new members joining this year and are looking forward to Carol singing on
16th December.
Stitch and Chatter is a new group at the Church, meeting once a month on
Friday morning. Everyone who attends this group is enjoying it immensely,
not sure how much stitching is actually happening, but laughter and chatter is
definitely the order of the day!
There will be special services for Christmas Eve and Plough Sunday which
we anticipate will be enjoyed by many in our community.
We are looking forward to welcoming our new vicar, Reverend Jane, in the
new year. An opportunity for our Church to start 2022 with great joy and
confidence for the year ahead.
Helen Bramley
Church of The Good Shepherd, Tatham Fells
(www.goodshepherdtathamfells.org.uk for Services, news and rotas)
On Sunday 3rd October we enjoyed a service of Harvest Praise led by Peter.
As well as the organ music played by Edward we were accompanied
by Mary Longton on her guitar. Our school harvest was delayed until the
15th October when parents joined the children for their first service in church
since the pandemic. Donations for some of the produce went to the Bishop‟s
harvest appeal; remaining produce from both services was taken to the Pop
up Pantry in Bentham. On 11th November members of the local community
joined the school children for their service at the village memorial. The
children shared their thoughts on the importance of remembering. Peter led
a Remembrance service in church on the Sunday. After some poems and
readings we were able to make good use of our B4RN connection and link to
the service at the cenotaph for the 11am silence. We will not have a
Christmas Fair this year but look forward to the school nativity on
5th December and then our Carol service in the evening of the 19th.
Tatham Fells CE Primary
‘Roots to grow, wings to fly, faith to flourish’
We are looking forward to a busy Christmas half term which is well underway.
Last half term the KS2 class were learning about China and the half term
ended with a themed day dressing up, sampling food, learning about origami
and crafts. The whole school thoroughly enjoyed a visit from more music with
the chinese dragon and drumming workshop.
Remembrance at Tatham Fells
We held our annual remembrance service at 11pm at Lowgill Memorial on
Thursday. It was very well attended by the community. Following a 2 minute
silence the children thought carefully about remembrance and presented a
range of prayers, poems and thoughts before laying the poppy wreaths.

Families were very generous in their donations to the poppy appeal and the
children enjoyed shopping in the pop up poppy shop but showed a good
understanding of the importance of remembrance.
Don‟t forget we are hosting free community diddi dance lessons at Tatham
Fells School for children under 4 with our fantastic diddi dance teacher Nicola
These are free of charge to preschool children every Tuesday at 1pm.
Mrs Ip
Headteacher

CALENDAR OF SERVICES FOR DECEMBER AND JANUARY
BCP = BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER
We hope to hold all these services but remain dependent on Government &
Diocesan guidelines
DECEMBER
Sunday 5th
9.30am
9.30am
11.00am
4.00pm

Second Sunday of Advent
School Nativity Service
Morning Worship
Holy Communion
Messy Church

Tatham Fells
Melling
Tatham
Wray

School
Peter
Norman & Ann
Mary

Sunday 12th
9.30am
4.00pm

Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Communion
Carol Service

Wray
Leck

Norman & Ann
Congregation

Sunday 19th
11.00am
6.30pm
6.30pm

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Communion
Tunstall
Sister OCMM
Carol Service
Tatham Fells Ann
Village Carol Service
Wray
Mary

Sunday 24th
5.00pm
6.30pm
9.00pm

Christmas Eve
Outdoor Instant Nativity
Crib and Carol Service
First Communion of
Christmas

Saturday 25th
9.30am
10.00am
11.00am

Christmas Day
Christmas Communion
Christmas Communion
Christmas Communion

Wray
Tatham

Mary
Norman & Ann

Melling

Sister OCMM

Wray
Frank/Mabel Parr
Leck
Sister OCMM
Tatham Fells Norman & Ann

JANUARY
Sunday 2nd
9.30am
11.00am

Epiphany Sunday
Morning Worship
Holy Communion

Melling
Tatham

Peter
Norman & Ann

Sunday 9th
9.30am
11.00am

First Sunday of Epiphany
Holy Communion
Wray
Morning Worship
Tunstall

Norman & Ann
Peter

January 16th
9.30am
11.00am

Second Sunday of Epiphany
Holy Communion
Tatham Fells Norman & Ann
Morning Worship
Leck
Congregation

Sunday 23rd
11.00am
11.00am

Third Sunday of Epiphany
Holy Communion
Melling
Plough Sunday Service
Tatham
(followed by bacon butties)

Sunday 30th
11.00am
4.00pm

Fourth Sunday of Epiphany, Candlemas
Holy Communion
Leck
Sister OCMM
Messy Church
Wray
Mary

Sister OCMM
Peter

VISITING CHURCHES
DA KIRK, PAPA STOUR – DEAD BUT ALIVE
There is only one ferry per day across the Atlantic waves to the island of
Papa Stour off Shetland. No need for more because only 4 houses there are
still occupied and we were the only visitors on the day we sailed. Small
wonder that the Church of Scotland, realising that it no longer had a single
member on the island, decided in 2015 to deconsecrate the church. But that
was not it! A community spirit survives, much supported by ex-islanders now
living on Shetland mainland, and the “History and Community Group”
managed to buy it from the Church of Scotland. Extensive repairs are
planned soon, and the Group decided to keep the building both as a church
and a community centre. (Rather like the planned change in Gressingham.)
For now the Group is maintaining the building and adding attractions such as
paintings, leaflets and genealogical records and there is a lovely and muchused prayer tree on the altar. Shetland council maintain the graveyard, with
its usual Commonwealth War Grave, and keep the grass (too) well mown.
Da Kirk (they speak half-Norwegian up there) was built in 1806 to replace a
low, thatched structure. It is as plain as anything, a characterful old
rectangular block with doors and ordinary windows.

Only the roofed, square and squat belfry above the west door marks it out as
a church. Internally there is a colourful east window painted by a Yorkshire
artist as a memorial to the 6 men of Papa Stour who gave their lives in the
Great War. In spite of its shortcomings and ecclesiastical fate, Da Kirk feels
more spiritually alive than many churches I have visited. Clearly the islanders
and their friends and relatives still love it and want to be buried there. The
Group‟s policy of displaying appropriate work by local artists deepens the
sense of spirituality.
There is, in particular a large painting of two swans in flight.
Attached to it there is a message; it compares the oneness of the two flying
swans to the power of love in all things: quite a message for an officially
abandoned church
These swans are connected by a love that exists outside of time and
space.
The sound of their wings whispers a message of redemption,
if we can learn to listen

Peter Osborne

FABLE CORNER
THE SUN AND THE WIND
LONG AGO the Sun and the Wind had a quarrel. They were watching a
lonely traveller walking across the moor with his coat on. The Wind said, “I
could make him take that coat off.” “No, you couldn‟t”, said the Sun, “but I
could persuade him to take it off”. So they took it in turn to have a go at the
man,
First the Wind tried to make him take it off. He huffed and flapped and tugged
but the traveller just caught hold of his coat and hugged it around himself the
more firmly.
Then it was the turn of the Sun. He shone brightly and so warmly that the
traveller began to feel too hot. After a bit he felt so hot that he took off his hat
and walked with it tucked under his arm.
“You see”, said the Sun, “when you approach people in a kind and gentle way
it is usually more effective than trying to force or bully them.”

Peter Osborne

THE MARK CANNON (MC) QUIZ continues…!
MC Quiz 5 Answers to Flowers and country matters (Anon)
1
What are known as the Bells of Scotland? Harebells, bluebells
2
What are the Bells of Ireland?
Moluccella laevis
3
Who said to who, in a book by which author?
Squirrel Nutkin by Beatrix Potter told a riddle to „Old Brown‟ owl
And what was the answer? A Nettle
4
Pigling Bland and Alexander were crossing the county boundary from
Westmorland to go to Lancaster market
5
What is another name for Queen Anne‟s lace? Umbellifer/Carrot family
(How many can you name…)
This was won by Jean White (Leck)
MC Quiz 6: GRAND CHRISTMAS QUIZ
welcoming the news of Rev Jane Lee as our vicar to be.
Jean having won four of the first five chocolate bars has kindly agreed to host
this last MC Quiz!
CHRISTMAS MUSIC
1. Which Christmas song was written as a plea for peace during the Cuban
Missile Crisis?
2. In 1978 Boney M had a number one hit with which Christmas song?
3. Which Christmas carol, sung by Katherine Jenkins, featured in a Dr Who
Christmas special?
4. What was the first song to be broadcast from space?
5. Which Christmas song, describing Mary‟s journey to Bethlehem, has been
recorded by Gracie Fields, The Beverley Sisters, Vera Lynn and Aled Jones
and others?
6. The words of which carol were written by Charles Wesley?
7. In Dickens‟ “A Christmas Carol” what song does the caroller sing outside
Scrooge‟s office?
8.a) Which song was written in 1984 in reaction to reports of famine in
Ethiopia?
b) Who wrote it?
c) In which years since has it been re-recorded for charity?
Answers to Jean White at jmaskew@tiscali.co.uk by January 6th 2022 please.

Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor,
I wonder whether you might print a letter. I know people have not sent you
enough to make up this copy of The Bell, and a letter might just prompt
people to respond. That would be worthwhile in itself because they have
been pretty poor in supporting you till now.
Two newspaper items struck me this week: one reviewed a book on
evangelical Christianity which it reported to be in exponential growth; in the
other Matthew Parris predicted the death of Anglicanism and assumed that
very many of its members who still attend do not believe its key doctrines (but
like the music, the liturgy and the company).
To me, both items had a tang of sensationalist journalism. I do not believe
that the two traditions are utterly separate- (they share the same core beliefs);
nor that the one despises the other- (neither is truly Christian of they do). I do
not believe that the Anglican Tradition will die, nor that Evangelism will
continue to grow exponentially. I myself in happy in both and also happy that
we can clap our hands in church and talk serious theology in the gospel hall.
As an Anglican I do believe that prayer can be answered by miracle, I saw my
own father be healed dramatically by faith. I am certain that we can
experience the Spirit of God both in quiet meditative ways an also in
enthusiastic, expressive worship.
I also believe that you, Madam Editor are doing God‟s work in producing The
Bell and I do truly hope that people will recognise this and give you their
support in writing things for you to publish.
Yours sincerely,
Peter Osborne

B & W Funerals (Brown & Whittaker)
James G MacDonald & Tara Wilson
24 Hour Service Private Chapel of Rest
Ingleton, Burton, Bentham, Austwick,
Clapham,9 Settle, Wray, Hornby, Caton,
Kirkby Lonsdale & surrounding areas
We offer our own Funeral Plans on
request: jmfunerals@gmail.com
6 Chapel Lane, Ingleton, Carnforth,
LA6 3FX
Tel: 015242 41293 Mob: 07758002260

BRIDGE HOUSE FARM TEAROOMS
Wray, Lancaster, LA2 8QP
Serving
BREAKFAST, LUNCH (BOWLAND
LAMB, BEEF & PORK PRODUCTS)
HOT & COLD BEVERAGES
(WE ARE FULLY LICENCED)
AND OF COURSE CAKES!
TUESDAY-SUNDAY 10 AM – 4 PM
CLOSED ON MONDAYS
Telephone 015242 37775
Reservations Tel: 01524 237775

TUFFET
Weekly upholstery classes for all levels
Every Wed am/pm and Thurs am
at Tatham near Low Bentham
New 1-day workshops to make a new
footstool or bed headboard in a day
Available on Saturdays
Or commission a bespoke footstool
in any size and fabric
Contact Sue Marsden 07836 500 091
Or email sue@tuffett.co.uk

R T Harrison & Son
Traditional Dry Stone Walling
Local business specialising in
traditional dry stone walling
and mortar stone walling
All tasks considered.
Facebook page „R T Harrison & Son‟
No charge for an estimate
Contact: 07792 901 822
OR 015242 21494

WILLIAM TAYLOR
ALL ODD JOBS UNDERTAKEN
Painting, garden clearing, Drains
cleared, Stone Walling, Building
repairs. Mini digger hire.
Ring William on 07855 990 068 or
015242 74233

WHY NOT ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS IN THE BELL?
For £40 annual subscription you can advertise your services to all our
readers in the benefice. For further details please contact Marilyn at
lyn201@live.co.uk or telephone on 07388699271

