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NEWS FROM OUR CHURCHES
Holy Trinity, Wray
These last couple of months have been a time of departures in Wray. In
June, our dear friends Ann and Alf Anderson moved to Preston, after a long
and happy sojourn in Wray. We miss them very much. Alf was
Churchwarden under Bob Jackson, and also the possessor of that rare
commodity – a good tenor voice. He will be much missed in the Christmas
choir, and also as Mary‟s „science advisor‟ when preparing the Good Friday
children‟s workshop! Ann‟s services to Wray Church are too numerous to list,
including everything from making coffee after the service to running a
photography activity at Messy Church. Her labours culminated in recent
years in sharing the job of Acting Churchwarden, effectively keeping the
church running. Her dedication, organisation and attention to detail have
been tirelessly poured out and will be much missed – as will her utterly
superb scones!
Sadly we have lost two friends to cancer this summer.
Mark Rowland
Mark died on June 22nd, leaving a huge hole in our community and our
hearts. A true „gentle giant‟, Mark was much loved for his humour, his
kindness, his generosity with his time and his dedication to the church and to
music. He was a chorister in Derby as a boy, and graduated from choirboy to
very impressive bass. His voice will be much missed, as will his talent for bell
ringing, which he practised wherever he could find a rope to pull! As
Churchwarden in Wray, he frequently went above – literally – what the role
required; he was often to be found at the top of a ladder clearing out
guttering. Every problem was to Mark merely an intriguing engineering
puzzle, and he gave generously of his time to make sure that solutions were
found. He took a particular interest in the young of the parish, supporting
Mary in her work with young children and offering friendly interest and
encouragement to young people on the verge of adulthood. Nobody ever had
a conversation with Mark without somehow feeling better as a result.
John Ryle
Nobody has done as much behind the scenes for Wray Church and the
Benefice than John Ryle. He has served as a lay member of both the
Diocesan Synod and the Deanery Synod, in the latter case as treasurer. He
was therefore in a position to counteract the trend towards ever larger
conglomerations of parishes and preserve the local community feel of our
churches. Unfortunately he hasn‟t lived to see the inauguration of a new vicar,
the search for whom he has led. Here in Wray, going above the call of duty,
he has organised the transformation of our church into a warm welcoming

space with efficient modern heating, a children‟s corner, a kitchen and a
toilet-- all blessed by Bishop Philip at a special service when it was finished.
John was project manager of the whole endeavour, which even raised the
stone floor in the aisle to alleviate a trip hazard. It was made possible by a
very generous legacy and John as Treasurer managed it all with only a partial
depletion of the funds way below the expected cost. John‟s accounts, far
above the standard and complexity of most church accounts, reflected his
professional expertise. How to follow that, we often used to wonder? But in
his thoroughness and attention to detail John had the drive, even with failing
health, to organise his succession, with three people being found to do his
work. He has given us all the inspiration to carry on.
Many will remember John as a serious man doing serious jobs, be it on the
Parish Council, as Church Treasurer or in his professional career, not prone
to small talk or social chat. But there was a lighter side to John, bringing a
smile to his face as on the visits to Grez Neuville our twin village in France
and increasingly on his outings with Hornby Ramblers. From walking on the
local hills in March and early April to his passing on 3rd July it changed all too
quickly, but he was so grateful to have the love of his family and the peace of
his garden next to Wray Church at this time. We will miss him.
Peter Edge
On a brighter note, we have been able recently to start up some of our work
with children once again. Several families enjoyed a walk and an elderflowercordial-making session in the churchyard at the end of June, and we are
looking forward to starting up Messy Church again in September.
Mary Winter
St John the Baptist Church – Tunstall
Through changing times we are enjoying our congregation coming back to
church. Our congregational service was of particular significance, we were
delighted to be led by Jennifer Brooke-Thompson who did a beautiful service
and then led us out into the sunshine to plant mustard seeds, which we saw
grow within the week. The children produced some lovely art work too.
We had a Baptism, where Lyra Grace Bainbridge was welcomed into the
Church's family by Frank and Mabel, for which our grateful thanks.
As we look forward to two weddings and a renewal of vows, I would like to
thank the teams from all six churches for all the work they have put into
producing the Parish Profile for our new vicar, it is greatly appreciated.
Looking forward, we are hoping to open up the Church more and begin some
of our social activities. There will be an open Church meeting in September
where everyone is welcome to come and air their thoughts, views and ideas
of how to get back to the new normal.
Sue Hunter

Leck St Peter’s
Following an inspirational lent talk from Bishop Jill, Rebecca Royce invited
her to visit us. To our great surprise she accepted our invitation. In April
Bishop Jill lead a service and shared her vision of the Holy Spirit spilling from
the most northerly part of the diocese and flooding the plains below. It was a
wonderful service, we ended with a hymn sung outside and tea and coffee
completed the morning. Slowly things do feel they are moving to a more
normal footing. Our services held over zoom have stopped and we are back
in the church, although we are still not singing! In June we celebrated the
feast day of St Peter with a congregational lead service. These are always
great services and we find the planning and the dividing of participation
between the congregation very rewarding. Unfortunately, because of
concerns around safety, the garden Party at the end of June was cancelled.
However, plans are still ongoing for the benefice bike ride in August and a 5k
fun run in September.
Janet Nuttall
St. James the Less, Lower Tatham
Well here we are full of hope for the months ahead! The sun is shining and
we live in one of the most beautiful parts of England which is looking at its
very best in the summer months. There are various services planned which
you are welcome to attend and we adhere to the latest safety regulations for
gatherings.
Future Dates
Wenning Voices hope to resume singing on Thursday 2nd September at
7.30 pm. New members are always welcome with all singing abilities.
For further details please contact Lucy Leather at
wenningvoices@markleatherphysiotherapy.com
All being well, “Stitch and Chatter” will be meeting again on a Friday 10th
September from 10.00 until 12 noon (with future dates being decided at the
meeting). Please bring your own project. For further information, please
contact Mel Winstanley on 015242 21277 or melandmike73@gmail.com.
Trish Kirkwood
We were all saddened by the loss of Trish Kirkwood after a long illness. She
had been Treasurer for the PCC for several years and her work on our
finances was outstanding. We miss her greatly. Paul Whatmough has been
appointed as the new Treasurer at the recent AGM.
Linda Kirkby
Church of The Good Shepherd
We celebrated Burial Grounds Week with a service lead by John Rodwell; as
the weather was good we were able to have half of the service outside and
sing two of the hymns. The school children visited the churchyard during this
week and conducted a wildlife survey. The data they collected is now on
display at the back of the church.

We did not have any swifts this year, but we did have blue tits nesting near
the old school. At the end of June we enjoyed our Garden Service after
another successful open day at Clearbeck House. Peter and Bronwen have
been opening their garden for 32yrs and this year raised an amazing £2,810
for the National Garden Scheme. £650 was also raised for The Church of The
Good Shepherd through the sale of plants and refreshments
We were saddened by the loss of Mark Rowland and John Ryle and our
sympathies are with their families and the community of Wray. Our
sympathies are also with the family of Robert Whitfield who lived and farmed
in Tatham Fells, Robert was a member of Bentham Methodist Chapel and his
wife Liz has preached at The Church of the Good Shepherd and is a member
of our Loaves and Fishes team.
Helen Wilkinson
Tatham Fells CE Primary
Despite all the
restrictions and lock
down we have had a
great year in school. As
well as their usual Maths
and English lessons the
Junior children
thoroughly enjoyed their
project on the Vikings
which ended with a
celebration of all things
Norse. The Junior class
also organised a charity
event on behalf of the
brain tumour charity.
They planned and ran fairground stalls all around the school and everyone
enjoyed the games. We all took part in a wildlife and nature survey at The
Church of the Good Shepherd as part of love your burial ground week. Both
classes had sports days topped off with an ice cream van visit and the
Juniors treated us to a great summer concert.
Thanks to the friends of the school, who took Y6 pupils for a trip to Treetops
and Pizza visit. They also provided all the children with a football to celebrate
our enjoyment of England‟s football success.
The year finished with a fantastic sleepover in school for our Y6 Pupils. We
would like to wish them all the best in their secondary schools.

If you have any old school photos we would love to see them as we are
making a history collection. We will scan them and return them to you. Thank
you.
Mrs Ip Headteacher

Tour de East Lonsdale – 8 August 2021 12 noon-4pm





All welcome and encouraged to join! ***Prize for fastest cyclist***
This tour will be visiting all 6 churches and is open for visitors.
Refreshments will be available (at most, if not all).
About 12 noon you are invited to set off from Leck (after the 11 am
service) or your own church on your bike (or by car – or even visiting one
or two churches by foot).
The map shows the proposed route - although there are currently
problems with the road at Lowgill - so we may need to adjust.
All offers to help opening churches and providing refreshments will be
gratefully accepted.. All queries/ offers to Rebecca at Leck – 015242
72886 - rebecca.litherland@hotmail.co.uk

CALENDAR OF SERVICES FOR AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER
BCP = BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER

AUGUST
Sunday 1ST
9.30 am
9.30 am
Sunday 8th
9.30 am
11.00 am
Sunday 15th
9.30 am
11.00 am
Sunday 22nd
9.30 am
11.00 am
11.00 am
Sunday 29th
9.30 am
11.00 am

Ninth Sunday after
Trinity
Holy Communion
Morning Worship

Tatham Fells Norman and Ann
Melling
Peter

Tenth Sunday after
Trinity
Holy Communion
Morning Worship

Wray
Leck

Eleventh Sunday after
Trinity
Morning Worship
Holy Communion

Tatham Fells Peter
Tunstall
Sister OCMM

Twelfth Sunday after
Trinity
Holy Communion
Morning Worship
Holy Communion

Wray
Tatham
Melling

Frank/Mabel Parr
Ann
Sister OCMM

Thirteenth Sunday after
Trinity
Morning Worship
Holy Communion

Wray
Leck

Ann
Sister OCMM

Fourteenth Sunday after
Trinity
Holy Communion
Morning Worship

Tatham Fells Norman & Ann
Tunstall
Peter

Fifteenth Sunday after
Trinity
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Morning Worship
Messy Church

Wray
Tatham
Leck
Wray

Norman and Ann
Congregation

SEPTEMBER
Sunday 5th
9.30 am
11.00 am
Sunday 12th
9.30 am
11.00 am
11.00 am
4.00 pm

Frank/ Mabel Parr
Norman & Ann
Congregation
Mary

Sunday 19th
9.30 am
9.30 am
Sunday 26th
11.00 am
11.00 am

Sixteenth Sunday after
Trinity
Holy Communion
Harvest Festival

Wray
Melling

Frank/Mabel Parr
Mary and
Congregation

Seventeenth Sunday
After Trinity
Harvest Festival
Holy Communion

Tatham
Tunstall

Norman and Ann
Sister OCMM

Activities for Children and Young People at Wray Church
It was with great regret we had to
cancel the Messy Church
scheduled for July 4tth. We have
however arranged another (as
detailed above) for 12 September at
4pm and we look forward to seeing
you then!

VISITING CHURCHES
It is one of the charms of the English countryside that many village churches
stand close to the manor house- sometimes almost in the garden-, thus
making a pleasant architectural contrast. This closeness is often a result of a
long connection between the manor house family and the church, both as
founders and, through younger sons, as vicars.
Our first church visit since unlockdown was to one such. We had gone, with
the Lancashire Gardens Trust (Note) to see the gardens at Downham Hall,
where the church is just through a gate in the garden wall, on the left as you
look across the magnificent vista towards Pendle Hill. It is also right in the
middle of the lovely village street. At Downham the church-house connection
is maintained by Raph Assheton, who is churchwarden. The church itself has
the unusual patronage of St Leonard, who is shown in a large family window.
Apart from its “stubby Perpendicular west tower” (Pevsner), the church is
fairly modern. Chancel and nave were rebuilt in 1909-10. Unusually the two
spaces are continuous on the northern side, thus giving a sense of sociable
spaciousness, which is furthered by modern chairs and by the single barrelled
roof. It has a warm feel of a true community church; it has a choir, sings
Matins and Evensong, and attracts a regular congregation of 20-30. Only the

late Perpendicular font is old. There are shields on its stem, including the
three legs of Mann.
Note: The Trust seeks to preserve the best of historical gardens in
Lancashire and runs fascinating talks and visits.

Peter Osborne
+

The Life (and Death) of Brian
In the spring issue of the Bell Edward Huddleston wrote about Elizabeth
Wildman and asked whether any other local people died for their faith. There
is at least one such: Brian Cansfield, who was born at Robert Hall, Tatham,
and baptised at Lower Tatham church on 17th December 1580. He was the
son of Thomas and Frances Cansfield, daughter of Brian Fowler M.P. and
Jane Fowler of The Priory of St Thomas near Stafford. It is said that Brian
was brought up as a Protestant; the Fowlers probably supported the Church
of England. Brian Fowler was the nephew of Rowland Lee or Leigh, Bishop
of Coventry and Litchfield (1534 – 43), who officiated at the secret marriage
of Henry VIII to Anne Boleyn. He was also known as the “hanging bishop”,
reputed to have hanged some 5,000 Welshmen when Lord President of
Wales and the Marches (1534 – 39). The Cansfield family, however, was
Catholic with a private chapel at Robert Hall. Although Thomas baptised his
children at Tatham church he may have been a church papist, one who
appeared to conform to the Church of England but who practised the Roman
Catholic faith in secret. Under Queen Elizabeth I Catholics were treated with
suspicion; they were seen as ultimately loyal to the Pope rather than to the
Supreme Governor of the Church of England,
Brian Cansfield was educated at Lancaster but his Catholicism became
evident when, at the age of sixteen, he went to study at the English College at
Saint-Omer in Flanders. This was a Jesuit foundation, the ancestor of
Stonyhurst College. The Order of Jesus was founded in 1540 by Ignatius of
Loyola and was a key organisation in pressing forward the re-assertion of
Catholicism, now known as the Counter Reformation. In 1599 he went to the
English College in Rome but returned to Flanders, becoming a Jesuit in 1604,
followed by ordination when he had completed his theological studies.
In 1618 Fr Cansfield returned to England, where, as a Catholic priest, he
would be regarded as potentially promoting treason. He ministered in
Lancashire, Yorkshire, Lincolnshire and Devonshire under the names of
Christopher Benson and Barton, converting many Protestants and
strengthening the faith of countless Catholics. Like all priests on the English
mission, he knew his arrest could happen at any time; nonetheless he did not
curtail his activities. When his arrest did occur, it was a case of mistaken
identity. In 1645, the wife of a judge in Yorkshire was reconciled to the
Catholic Church through an unidentified Jesuit. The enraged judge ordered
priest-hunters to search throughout Yorkshire for the priest and swore that he
would not rest until that priest was hanged and quartered. Fr Cansfield was
celebrating Mass when the priest-hunters apprehended him at the altar. He
was violently struck and abused, before being imprisoned at York castle.
There he endured further physical abuse and by the time they discovered that
he was the wrong priest and released him, Fr Cansfield‟s health was beyond

repair because of the severe beatings, starvation and the dampness of his
prison cell. He stayed with his Jesuit brethren after his release, hoping to
recover but he died on 3rd August 1645. Pope Leo XIII declared him
venerable in 1886, one stage from beatification. Nevertheless he is counted
amongst the martyrs of the Roman Catholic Church and particularly
remembered on 3rd August each year.
John Wilson
BEFORE THE BELL
What might The Bell have said in the 1900s about our main challenge now:
finding a new vicar? For Melling, nothing, because for them, at least, retaining
a vicar seemed to present no problem. 1905 the Blackburn Standard
published a column called “Half a Century in a Lunesdale Parish” to celebrate
with Canon William Bent Grenside his 50th year as Vicar of Melling. Aged 84
at the time Grenside would continue as vicar until 1912.
It is said that he retired then only because he had suffered an accident. Out
one day riding to the hounds in his 90s, he had fallen from his horse! The
Standard asked Grenside whether he had held the living longer than his
predecessors. In reply he alluded to three of them: first to Andrew Forbes,
born in 1649, he lived to 1742 having served for 45 years. Then there were
the John Tathams, father and son: father served for 44 years and only retired
in 1793 to become Vicar of Tatham so that his son could take over at Melling.
John junior then remained in place till his death in 1851, a total of 55 years.
Thus those four had the care of Melling for a total of 209 years. Nor, if
Grenside was anything to go by, did they lack vigour. The Standard found his
house “quite a museum”. He had Saxon querns, ancient wood engravings,
works from India, China, Italy and more. He remained “sprightly and full of
good spirits” and was out visiting his parishioners. He continued to be actively
engaged with historical societies and Melling church saw the fruits of it.
Lancaster Gazette of 1890 records how he had saved from the restoration
works examples of 13th century and earlier sculpture as well as the AngloSaxon cross still preserved in
the vestry, see picture.
Regionally famous in his time,
Grenside is worthy of more
notice, and we hope that
Melling readers who know
more stories of them will
share them through future
editions of The Bell.
Peter Osborne

FABLE CORNER
An enormous lion accidentally put his paw on a tiny little mouse. She was
terrified and said, “Please don‟t eat me.” The lion felt sorry for her and
replied,” Don‟t worry; I won‟t eat you.”
A week later the lion got caught in a big net set by hunters and he couldn‟t
escape. The more he struggled, the worse he was trapped. But the little
mouse heard him roaring and came to help. She gnawed through the strings
of the net and set him free. People say “One good turn deserves another” in
exchange. But we also note that it is good to be kind to someone who is
smaller or weak.

Peter Osborne
THE MARK CANNON (MC) QUIZ continues…!
Quiz questions Round 3 (Birds of the Bible) were set by Ann and
Norman Dawson.
Here are the results and the answers:
Mary Myers (Tatham Fells) scored full marks! A chocolate bar to her this time.
The runner up was Jean White (Leck)

1. A raven. (Genesis 8:7) The other closely related local birds, of the
same genus, are Crow, Jackdaw and Rook.
2.

A partridge. (Jeremiah 17) In a pear tree.

3. (Psalm 84:3 and Matthew 10:29 or Luke 12:6) A sparrow. Five of these
were bought in Jesus‟ time for two pence or, depending on the Bible version
consulted, for 5 halfpennies or 5 farthings!
Two options, depending on the nursery rhyme, the sparrow killed Cock Robin
with his bow and arrow or sat in a tree looking as happy as happy could be.
4.

Doves. (Mark 10:16)

Pigeons

5 Eagle. (Revelation 4:7) St John has been represented as the eagle.
There were three other creatures, a lion, an ox or calf and one with a human
face.
Round 4 is set by Ross Hunter (Tunstall): ‘Our Bells - and more…’
1. Our bells. How many are there in each of the towers of our six churches?
(Clue, the numbers 1, 2, 3, 5 & 6 all feature).
2. All bells: tintinnabulum, cloche, campana, κουδούνι, колокол, zhōn and
beru. But in which languages? (One word works for two European
languages; the last two are transliterations).
3. You know Matthew 7:12, Luke 6:31, of course. Here is the same command
in a) The Koran, b) The Old Testament, c) Buddhism, and according to d)
Confucius. Which is which?
A What is hurtful to yourself do not to your fellow man.
B Hurt not others with that which pains yourself.
C "Is not Reciprocity such a principle? - what you do not yourself desire, do
not put before others."
D Do unto all men as you would they should unto you, and reject for others
what you would reject for yourself.
4. God is … The Beneficent, The Merciful, The Eternal Lord, The Most
Sacred, The embodiment of Peace, The Infuser of Faith, The Preserver of
Safety, All Mighty, The Compeller/The Restorer … in which religion? How
many names are in the full list?
5. More Bells. Match up the bells to the descriptions:
a. The Liberty Bell
1 Founded 1735, heaviest bell in the
world (202 tons)

b.
c.
d.
e.

Big Ben
2 Founded 1681, 13.3t, called „Emmanuel‟
The Tsar Bell („Tsar Kolokol II) 3 First sounded 11 July 1859
St Lawrence, Ipswich
4 Founded 1751, 940kg
Largest bell of Notre Dame
5 Founded in the 1440s

6. (Picture question) A photo of one of the bells mentioned earlier. Which
one? Answers to saramason@btinternet.com by the end of August please.

And finally……
Notice of Thanks
I would like to thank everyone for their cards and good wishes; they cheered me up
enormously. A special thank you to Anne Marshal, Karen Halstead and Keith
Kendal for all their help with shopping and friendship, looking after Dottie and
gardening and to everyone who is rallying round to keep the church open during these
difficult times. Best wishes to everyone
Judith Wrigley Acting Church Warden, Holy Trinity

B & W Funerals (Brown & Whittaker)
James G MacDonald & Tara Wilson
24 Hour Service Private Chapel of Rest

Ingleton, Burton, Bentham, Austwick,
Clapham, Settle, Wray, Hornby, Caton,
Kirkby Lonsdale & surrounding areas
We offer our own Funeral Plans on
request: jmfunerals@gmail.com
6 Chapel Lane, Ingleton, Carnforth,
LA6 3FX
Tel: 015242 41293 Mob: 07758002260
BRIDGE HOUSE FARM TEAROOMS
Wray, Lancaster, LA2 8QP
TUESDAY-SUNDAY 10 AM – 4 PM
CLOSED ON MONDAYS
Reservations Tel: 01524 237775

WILLIAM TAYLOR
ALL ODD JOBS UNDERTAKEN
Painting, garden clearing, Drains cleared,
Stone Walling, Building repairs. Mini
digger hire.
Ring William on 07855 990 068 OR
015242 74233

LUNE VALLEY PHYSIOTHERAPY
Specialist experience working with
scarring and tightness from surgery,
injury and radiotherapy, and with
people who have or have had cancer.
Leah Dalby MSCP 07934 785 797
email: leahthephysio@gmail.com
www.leahthephysio.co.uk

TUFFET
Weekly upholstery classes for all levels
Every Wed am/pm and Thurs am
at Tatham near Low Bentham
New 1-day workshops to make a new
footstool or bed headboard in a day
Available on Saturdays
Or commission a bespoke footstool
in any size and fabric
Contact Sue Marsden 07836 500 091
Or email sue@tuffett.co.uk
R T Harrison & Son
Traditional Dry Stone Walling
Local business specialising in
traditional dry stone walling
and mortar stone walling
All tasks considered.
Facebook page „R T Harrison & Son‟
No charge for an estimate
Contact: 07792 901 822
OR 015242 21494
R T HARRISON MOLE CATCHER
Mole catching service, based in Wray,
for both domestic gardens and
farmland.
Charges are made per mole
Price per mole depends on travelling
distance and time required for the job
Happy to discuss any job
Contact Richard Harrison
Tel: 015242 21156

Don‟t want to cook dinner tonight? Just
call and I‟ll cook it for you. Soufflés,
soups and more delivered to your door
from my kitchen in Quernmore near
Lancaster. Ring Harriet on
07977157328 or
harrietmacarthur@gmail.com

