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WELCOME 

We warmly welcome Revd Jane Lee who will officially be Vicar of East 
Lonsdale after she is instituted by the Diocesan Bishop and inducted by the 
Archdeacon of Lancaster at a special service at St John the Baptist, 
Tunstall, on Monday February 21

st
.  She will then be leading the scheduled 

services at Tatham Fells and Tunstall on February 27
th
. 

The present ministry team had a Zoom meeting with Jane in early January 
where we organised the pattern of services up to Easter. I subsequently 
asked Jane if she would introduce herself to everyone in this edition of The 
Bell. She has done so as follows.                                          Ann Dawson 

 

I would like to introduce myself – I am Jane Lee the soon to be new 

Vicar for the Benefice of East Lonsdale. I will be moving to the vicarage in 

Wray at the beginning of February with my Institution and Induction service 

taking place at St John the Baptist, Tunstall on Monday 21
st
 February.  I have 

been married to Tim for 23 years and have two children, Grace who is 19 and 

is studying at Manchester Metropolitan University and Jacob who is 17 and 

studying at Burnley College.   

There are two other important members of our family who will be 

moving with us - Bella our 10-year-old chocolate brown Labrador and Doris 

our Bearded Dragon.  Originally from Chester-le-Street near Durham in 

North East England, I have been living in Lancashire for 23 years. Although 

I am a Geordie, my husband Tim comes from Burnley and we met whilst 

studying at University.     

I was ordained deacon in 2019 and priested in 2020 and have been 

serving my curacy in the Benefice of West Pendleside in the Ribble Valley 

for the last 2 ½ years.  I have had an amazing time in curacy and due to the 

pandemic have learned skills I never thought I would need for ministry, 

especially being able to host meetings, study and lead services on Zoom.  

I have had a wide variety of jobs in the past including working as a 

dental nurse, marketing in colleges, weightwatchers leader, welfare assistant 

at school and a parish administrator which have given me a wide range of 

skills.  

In my spare time I enjoy reading, watching murder mystery and crime 

dramas as well as doing cross stitch and crocheting.  I am looking forward to 

being able to walk with Bella around the area exploring the beautiful 

countryside.   I am really excited to be coming to the benefice, spending time 

getting to know everyone, serving the communities, and seeing what exciting 

things God has in store for us as we journey together.   

       Jane Lee  



NEWS FROM OUR CHURCHES 

St Peter’s,.Leck 
Happiness and Good Health to all for 2022 ! 
Thank you to everyone who made our Christmas services so successful. We 
were provided with a lovely tree for the churchyard by Jos Robinson, and it 
looked so pretty with all its lights on. Inside the church had been decorated 
beautifully and was welcoming for all who came to our Carol service on 12th 
December. Apologies for not serving our traditional mulled wine and tasty 
treats, but of course Covid rules prevented this.  
The school showed fantastic talent with a wonderful production of “Stable 
Manners” which was well attended over two performances. 
On Christmas Day (a sunny morning which no doubt also lifted the spirits) the 
church was attended by a good number and led by Sister Sue.  
We have just had an uplifting service led by visitors, Steve and Lucinda 
Smith, reminding us of our choices to live in fear or faith. 
Special thanks to Jennifer, from Melling, who leads our Monday evening 
study group (by zoom) in which we have been watching and discussing “The 
Chosen”; we have hugely enjoyed the films and discussions and are hoping 
these will continue. 
Like everyone, we are so looking forward to Jane‟s arrival. We pray that she 
will be guided to find a way to lead us in hope and peace and of course we 
will support her in every way we can. We would like to thank everyone for 
their support and contributions during this period without a vicar.  

Joan and Rebecca, St Peter’s, Leck 
 

News from Leck St Peters CofE Primary School  
By Elsie Elliott, Neve Mather, Erin Booth and Daisy Hurst (Year 6 Journalist 
Team)   
 School Eco Club  
In the eco club we do lots of different things to help the environment like litter 
picking. In litter picking we walk around the local area of our school and pick 
up any waste off the ground. Then we take all the waste back to school to 
recycle.  
At break time the eco club gives out hot chocolate and toast to pupils in return 
for money to buy seeds for our school vegetable garden.  
French day  
On French day we did a variety of activities to celebrate the work we have 
been doing in French lessons. The first activity was making French Christmas 
cards with Mrs Tidd. The second activity was making chocolate fudge with 
Mrs Ratcliffe. The third activity was making lemon madeleines with Mrs Elliott. 
And last but not least we decorated a Christmas log, or a Buche de Noel as 
the French call it, with Mrs Jones. It was all tres bien!  
  



Christmas activity day  
Before Christmas we held an activity day where we did lots of fun Christmas 
activities. The activities we did were: Creating an image of the city of 
Bethlehem where we cut out shapes of buildings, animals and stars to create 
a Bethlehem scene; Decorating wooden angels by putting feathers on the 
wings and decorating the body with glitter; Cutting out sheep shapes and 
making pompoms for the wool; Wreath making, we made some wreaths with 
holly, willow, and moss. All the things we made were displayed around 
school, it looked very festive!  
Christmas play  
In December we did a Christmas panto on the nativity except there was a 
twist - the main characters were the chicken the sheep and the cow. It was 
called Stable Manners. It was quite a laugh of a play with the arguing 
animals, and all the fun lasted till 6 o‟clock.  We did two performances. The 
infant children did a couple of dances with the main animal characters, some 
friends and family entertainment. When everyone was congratulated the 
church warden came around and gave all the children a chocolate Santa.  
 Anti-bullying week  
For anti-bullying week we wore odd socks to show how different we all are 
and made posters around school with the slogan one kind word which means 
be kind to people whenever you can. We also had a live video call and 
watched an example of how it hurts people to be bullied.  
   

 

 

Holy Trinity, Wray 
Well the message and celebration of Christmas here in Wray triumphed over 
omicron. Only Carols by Candlelight was cancelled. The Christmas tree 
outside the Institute was lit complete with artificial snow blowing from some 
sort of machine and Father Christmas in attendance. Carols were sung prior 
to the light up. The school held their traditional Nativity Play in Church on the 
last week of term and on Christmas Eve the Instant Nativity with carols was 
held outside at the flood gardens. The children coming ready dressed for the 
part.  A traditional Communion service was held on Christmas morning led by 
the Reverends Frank and Mabel Parr.  
 



Best wishes now to everyone for the New Year during which we will be 
welcoming our new vicar and her family. Hopefully life will slowly return to 
some sort of normality and activities in the church will start again. Messy 
Church will take place at the end of February and again at the end of March 
on Mothering Sunday. Congregational led services will start again. See the 
church notice board for dates and times. We hope everyone will feel safe and 
comfortable about returning to church. Besides our Sunday services, 
Katherine Routledge will be starting a monthly „Coffee and Cake in Church‟ 
on the last Monday of March.  
 
Please note that the Food Bank is continuing so please make the effort to 
donate non-perishable food in the box in the church porch which is open 
daily. It is collected once a fortnight by a representative of Morecambe Food 
Bank. It is vital for people who find they have no money left to buy food for 
themselves and their children after paying their rent and other bills.  How 
blessed most of us are here in Wray. Please contribute if you can.  

Peter Edge and Judith Wrigley 
 
Church School in Kibera 
We spent Christmas with our son William and his family who are out in 
Kenya. Will is teaching in a school outside Nairobi but has also been trying to 
help a church primary school in Kibera, the largest slum in Nairobi. 
We visited the school just before Christmas where we were welcomed by 32 
children all dressed in their very smart gingham uniform. They were very 
excited, keen to talk to us and, after they had sung „We wish you a Merry 
Christmas‟, Will presented them all with some new pencils. 
The conditions in the school, which was approached up an open sewer, were 
dire and extremely basic but the children seemed happy and enthusiasm was 
high. We were made to feel very welcome and it was clear that, not just 
material items but trained teachers were desperately needed. A memorable 
day. 

 

Ann Shuttleworth 



Tatham Fells CE Primary.         
‘Roots to grow, Wings to fly, Faith to flourish’ 
Happy New Year from Tatham Fells 
The New Year has started well and it is lovely to see 
everyone back for the spring term. This half term as well as 
their Maths and English lessons the juniors will be learning 
about World War 2 and the Infants are learning all about 
Kings and Queens. We have visits and sporting events and 

author visits planned to keep us busy. 
 
Carols Around the Christmas Tree with KS2 
 

 
Computing workshop                                                
Art in KS2 
 
We are running our free community Diddi Dance sessions on Tuesdays at 
1pm. Just come along and join us. 
 
 Mrs Ip  Headteacher                                                                            

  



Church of the Good Shepherd  
  
As we did not have a Christmas Fair on 4

th
 December a working party met 

and despite the wind and rain, cleared all the wet leaves from the church car 
park, a mulch of leaves was left between the trees to protect the snowdrops. 
Although our carol service was also cancelled a group of intrepid singers 
ventured out on a showery evening and after singing in the village we visited 
six more families, sharing favourite carols (and chocolates, mulled wine and 
mince pies!). Instead of our usual midnight service this year we had a 
communion service led by Norman and Ann on Christmas morning. On 24

th
 

January John Wilson and I are meeting with Jenny Griggs from Natural 
England and Rachel Hardy from Faiths4change to showcase the work that 
we have done in the churchyard. Jenny is an advisor to the government with 
a remit with the Environment Act 2021 to work with Voluntary, Community, 
Faith &Social Enterprise (VCFSE) stakeholders towards nature recovery. The 
aim is to have more VCFSE organisations involved with wildlife corridors and 
wildlife stepping stones using recommendations of the Lawton report.  
www.gov.uk/government/news/making-space-for-nature-a-review-of-
englands-wildlife-sites-published-today      
          Helen Wilkinson 
St. Johns, Tunstall 
With snowdrops out and daffodils peeping through, our Christmas 
celebrations seem a long time ago.  Thank you to everyone who came to sing 
carols in the Churchyard where we raised a substantial amount of money for 
the Homeless in Lancaster.  It was good to see so many of you at our 
Christmas service too, thank you to everyone who helped to decorate and 
attend.  
 The graveside burial of Anne Shirley Mantell who lived in Burrow, Tunstall 
and then later in Leckhampton, was taken by Frank Parr, who led a moving 
tribute. All our thoughts and prayers are with her family.  
Spring is in the air and we are looking forward to getting back to a new 
normal.  All being well we can restart our Craft Club on Monday afternoons, 
these will start on the 14

th
 February and the 14

th
 March from 2 – 4pm, coffee, 

tea and cake will also be served.   
We have also been chosen to host the Licensing of our new vicar, Jane Lee, 
the service will be on the 21

st
 February at 7.30pm.  All offers of help to clean 

and prepare the Church and churchyard will be very much appreciated on 
Tuesday morning, 15

th
 February at 10am.  

We welcome Jane and her family into our community and hope they will be 
very happy.         Sue Hunter  
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CALENDAR OF SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY AND MARCH 
BCP = BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER 

We hope to hold all these services but remain dependent on Government & 
Diocesan guidelines 

 
FEBRUARY 
 

Sunday 6
th

, Fourth Sunday before Lent                                                                                      
9.30am           Morning Worship  Tatham Fells Peter                                    
11.00am         Holy Communion              Tunstall         Frank/Mabel Parr 
 

Sunday 13
th

, Third Sunday before Lent                                                                  
9.30am           Morning Worship          Melling         Mary                       
11.00am         Holy Communion             Tatham         Norman and Ann 
 

Sunday 20
th

, Second Sunday before Lent                                                                   
9.30am           Holy Communion        Wray         Sister OCMM    
11.00am         Morning Worship          Leck         Congregation 
 

Sunday 27
th

, Sunday next before Lent  
 9.30am          Holy Communion         Tatham Fells  Jane     
11.00am         Morning Worship              Tunstall          Jane 
  4.00pm        „ Messy Church‟                 Wray             Mary 
MARCH 
 
Wednesday 2

nd
 , Ash Wednesday       

 7.00pm         Holy Communion        Tatham              Jane 
 
Sunday 6

th
, First Sunday of Lent 

 9.30am          Morning Worship        Melling               Jennifer         
11.00am         Morning Worship        Tatham Fells        Norman  and Ann     
11.00am         Holy Communion      Leck                  Jane 
 
Sunday 13

th
, Second Sunday of Lent         

  9.30am         Holy Communion          Wray              Jane                              
11.00am         Morning Worship            Tatham         Norman and Ann             
11.00am         Holy Communion         Tunstall              Jane   
 2.15pm          Evening Prayer (BCP)   Tatham Fells       Peter    
                   
Sunday 20

th
, Third Sunday of Lent             

 9:30 am     Morning Worship  Wray        Mary 
 9.30 am         Holy Communion         Tatham Fells     Jane                                 
11.00am         Holy Communion        Melling              Jane       
11.00am         Morning Worship           Leck                  Congregation 
 



Sunday 27
th

, Fourth Sunday of Lent, Mothering Sunday 
  9.30am        Mothering Sunday   Tatham Fells School .& Wardens 
     Service with Tatham Fells School    
 9.30am     Mothering Sunday Service Melling     Peter & Jennifer 
 with Melling School           (for Tunstall, Melling and Leck)  
11.00am        Holy Communion      Tatham            Jane     
 4.00pm         „Messy Church‟             Wray              Jane 
 
Weekday Services during February and March 
Jane will be saying Morning Prayer in church, starting at 9.00am, on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays (unless otherwise specified).                                      
Anyone is welcome to join her at the churches in the weeks beginning: 
 
February 28

th
   Holy Trinity, Wray                                                                                         

March 7
th
         St Wilfrid, Melling                                                                                            

March 14
th
       St James the less, Tatham                                                                               

March 21
st
       St Peter, Leck                                                                                                         

March 28
th
       Church of the Good Shepherd, Tatham Fells                                                   

 
 
 
 
  



VISITING CHURCHES 
 

York Minster, -well not the whole of it: just the great stained glass window 
dedicated to St. Cuthbert! We took the train over the Pennines to see it. The 
stonework of the window needing repair, the Minster is taking the opportunity 
to remove the glass for restoration. As it is cleaned it is mounted, section by 
section, in an exhibition in the South Aisle of the Chancel. This presents a 
remarkable close up view of lovely medieval works of art which are usually 
both high and distant. The Cuthbert window is one of three enormous and 
magnificent glass compositions that grace the Eastern (Altar) end of the 
Chancel. At the centre, behind the altar, is “The Great East Window”, (of 
which more in the next Bell). To the north is the William window, celebrating 
the patron saint of the Minster. The Cuthbert window is opposite that on the 
South. Past generations have been rather too eager to restore stained glass 
with unproven technologies. For example the “Five Sisters Window” in the 
North Transept, having been removed for protection from Nazi bombs, was, 
on its reinstatement, covered with a lacquer that has now blackened to such 
an extent that the colour is lost and you cannot make out anything. But work 
is necessary: glass becomes pitted, lead partitions (calmes) wear thin, and 
failed past efforts need correcting. Fortunately the scientific basis is much 
improved and stained glass is being reinstated with a ventilated plain glass 
protecting layer. The Cuthbert window dates from c. 1440, some decades 
later than the other two. The cleaned sections, which are surprisingly big 
when you see them near to, tell the story of Cuthbert‟s life. They are based on 
Bede‟s Ecclesiastical History and the design of each section is based on the 
illustrations of a 12th Century copy. Photographic reproductions of the Bede 
illustrations allow one to compare the two. Two panels are reproduced here: 
One of Cuthbert instructing his monks; the other of the „Miracle of the Eagle‟. 
Cuthbert and colleagues are walking by a river and become hungry. They 
pray for sustenance and an eagle, swooping on a salmon, drops it at their 
feet. They cook it and share it with the eagle! Two things in the exhibition 
stand out: firstly the beauty of the cleaned glass colour, particularly the reds 
and blues; and secondly the drawing. The figures are well developed from the 
old manuscript and the level of detail is surprising given the great distance 
from which they could be seen. There are figures in the margins delicately 
drawn with fine brush strokes. One panel in which Cuthbert shows his monks 
how to sow barley shows the tiny seeds in their hands which are visible from 
close up but would not be from a distance. It seems that the artists thought 
less about the spectator and more about doing their finest best for the glory of 
god. 

Peter Osborne 



 
 

 



FABLE CORNER 
 

One very hot day a crow felt more and more thirsty.  Looking down, he saw a 
big jug with water in it so he flew down for a drink.  But when he came close 
he found that the water was shallow.  It was right at the bottom of the jug and, 
with all his stooping and struggling, he couldn‟t quite reach it. 
Then he tried to tip the jug over so at least he could drink something. So he 
struggled and heaved, becoming thirstier all the time, but he was not strong 
enough.  What could he do? 
Eventually he noticed some pebbles not far away and he began to pick them 
up in his beak and to drop them into the bottom of the jug.  With each pebble 
the water rose higher until at last he could have a drink. 
There are two morals to this. Firstly that wild creatures are more clever than 
we think; a crow has actually been seen to do this.  Secondly, what you 
cannot manage to achieve by struggling and strength you can often do 
differently when you give it some thought. 
 

 
 

Peter Osborne 
  



Here are the answers to the fun MCQuiz no.6:  
CHRISTMAS MUSIC  
 1. Which Christmas song was written as a plea for peace during the Cuban 
Missile Crisis?  Do you hear what I hear?  
   

2. In 1978 Boney M had a number one hit with which Christmas 
song? Mary’s Boy Child  
   

3. Which Christmas carol, sung by Katherine Jenkins, featured in a Dr Who 
Christmas special? In The Bleak Midwinter  
   

4. What was the first song to be broadcast from space? Jingle Bells  
   

5. Which Christmas song, describing Mary‟s journey to Bethlehem, has been 
recorded by Gracie Fields, The Beverley Sisters, Vera Lynn and Aled Jones 
and others?  Little Donkey  
   

6. The words of which carol were written by Charles Wesley? Hark! The 
Herald Angels Sing  
   

7. In Dickens‟ “A Christmas Carol” what song does the caroller sing outside 
Scrooge‟s office? God Bless You Merry Gentleman  
   

8.a) Which song was written in 1984 in reaction to reports of famine in 
Ethiopia? Do They Know It’s Christmas?  
  b) Who wrote it? Bob Geldorf/Midge Ure  
  c) In which years since has it been re-recorded for charity? 1989, 2004,  
     2014  
  

The joint winners were Mary Myers from Tatham Fells and a family group of 
Matthews, Masons and Talackos. Each had 9 out of the 10 tricky questions!  
 

WINNER OF THE MARK CANNON (MC) QUIZ  
 
Mark Cannon presenting a bag of chocolate 
bars to Jean White from Leck. Jean won 4 of the 
6 quizzes outright. Second came Mary Myers 
with one win and one draw, and runner up to 
them was Bronwen Osborne - both from Tatham 
Fells.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



And something for your diary! 

 



WORD SEARCH to test your knowledge of natural history! 
 

 
 
Wray Community Shop and Post Office 
  Tony and Jane, who run the village shop in Wray, have decided to 
retire and they are going to close Wray Village Shop and Post Office in May. 

There may be a chance we can re-open  the shop and post office as a 
community run business and there has been a lot of interest and enthusiasm 
for this in the village and surrounding areas – responses to a couple of 
questionnaires have been encouraging. 
  What is becoming clear, as we talk to local  people and other village 
community shop teams, is that we need more volunteers to make this viable – 
but more importantly we‟d really like to hear from anyone who would be 
interested in working in the shop full or part time (as a job share perhaps). 
This would be paid employment with lots of opportunity to develop the 
business and become an important part of the strong community we have in 
Wray. 
  If you‟d like to be involved, please email us 
at  WrayCommunityShop@gmail.com 
  Please support the idea – everyone thinks a shop and post office is 
important for the village and local area. 
  We plan to hold an „open‟ village meeting at the end of February, so 
look out for any postings. 
  If you want more information or just a chat please let us know. 
Bob Halsey, Wennington Cottage, The Gars, Wray 
Paul Maycock, The Old Vicarage, Wennington Road, Wray 
Steve Openshaw, 11 Home Farm Close, Wray 
Peter Gorst, Gars End House, 6 Gars End, Wray 
  
  

mailto:WrayCommunityShop@gmail.com


 

 
B & W Funerals (Brown & Whittaker) 
James G MacDonald & Tara Wilson 

 
24 Hour Service  Private Chapel of Rest 

 

 
 

Ingleton, Burton, Bentham, Austwick, 
Clapham,9 Settle, Wray, Hornby, Caton, 

Kirkby Lonsdale & surrounding areas 
We offer our own Funeral Plans on 

request: jmfunerals@gmail.com 
6 Chapel Lane, Ingleton, Carnforth, 

LA6 3FX 
Tel: 015242 41293 Mob: 07758002260 

 

TUFFET 
Weekly upholstery classes for all levels 
Every Wed am/pm and Thurs am 

at Tatham near Low Bentham 
New 1-day workshops to make a new 
footstool or bed headboard in a day  

Available on Saturdays 
Or commission a bespoke footstool 

in any size and fabric 
Contact Sue Marsden 07836 500 091 

Or email sue@tuffett.co.uk  
 

R T Harrison & Son 
Traditional Dry Stone Walling 
Local business specialising in  
traditional dry stone walling  

and mortar stone walling 
All tasks considered.  

 Facebook page „R T Harrison & Son‟ 
No charge for an estimate 

Contact: 07792 901 822 
OR 015242 21494 

 

 
WILLIAM TAYLOR 

ALL ODD JOBS UNDERTAKEN 
Painting, garden clearing, Drains 
cleared, Stone Walling, Building 

repairs. Mini digger hire. 
 

Ring William on 07855 990 068 or  
015242 74233 

 

WHY NOT ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS IN THE BELL? 

For £40 annual subscription  you can advertise your services  to 

all our readers in the benefice.  For further details please contact 

Marilyn at lyn201@live.co.uk or telephone on 07388699271 

mailto:jmfunerals@gmail.com
mailto:sue@tuffett.co.uk
mailto:lyn201@live.co.uk
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