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OUR CHURCH STAFF 
The clergy and lay ministers who lead our services are 
Revd Jane Lee                               Tel  07769951978/ 
                 03330144058 
 
Revd Canon Norman and Dr Ann Dawson                         Tel  015242 62936                          
Jennifer Brook-Thompson                                                   Tel  07794464942                       
Peter Osborne                                                                     Tel  015242 61029                            
Mary Winter                                                                         Tel  015242 21784 
. 

For further details please go to the Benefice website  ‘Benefice of East 
Lonsdale: http://eastlonsdalebenefice.wordpress.com  

 

CHURCH CONTACTS 
 

WRAY 
HOLY TRINITY 

 
Judith Wrigley 

 
Tel: 015242 21120 
 

TATHAM 
ST JAMES THE LESS 

 
Phyllis Holt 
Linda Kirkby 
 

 
Tel: 015242 21443 
Tel: 015242 21486 

TATHAM FELLS 
GOOD SHEPHERD  
 
 
TUNSTALL 
ST JOHN THE BAPTIST 

 
John Wilson 
Helen Wilkinson 
 
 
Sue Hunter 
 

 
Tel: 03330 062270 
Tel: 07955 060226 
 
 
Tel: 015242 72540 
 

MELLING 
ST WILFRID 

 
JAC Beeson 

 
Tel: 015242 21638 

   
LECK 
ST PETER 

 
Joan Withers 
 
 

 
Tel: 01539 724201 

SPONSORSHIP 
This edition of the Bell is sponsored by Margaret Baker in appreciation 
of her ten great grandchildren who are all leading happy and successful 
lives! 
 
If you wish to sponsor an issue as an individual, in memory of someone 
or as a business, please email Marilyn at lyn201@live.co.uk.  The cost 
will be £60. 

 

http://eastlonsdalebenefice.wordpress.com/
mailto:lyn201@live.co.uk


NEWS FROM OUR CHURCHES 

Finding my Feet  
 By the time this copy of the Bell comes out I will have been living in the 

area for two months having moved in at the beginning of February. Bella our 
chocolate Labrador has enjoyed exploring the local area and has already 
found her favourite spots for having a swim in the river. Doris our bearded 
dragon has also settled in well and likes exploring the vicarage. I have really 
enjoyed finding my feet, getting to know the area and have definitely got used 
to driving on the winding country lanes.  

Thank you to all who came to my Licensing and Induction Service at St 
John the Baptist Tunstall on 21st February or joined on Zoom. It was a lovely 
service and I know those who attended found it uplifting.  

My first month in post as you can imagine has been one of meeting lots 
of people both in the churches and out and about. Please be patient with me I 
will eventually get to know all your names. It has been great to be able to go 
into the schools and meet the children and staff and I‟m looking forward to 
going into them regularly to lead Collective Worship. 

In the church calendar we are coming to the end of the season of Lent 
and in a few weeks we will be celebrating Easter. This is such a joyous time 
in the church as we remember and give thanks for the new life that faith in 
Jesus gives us through his death and resurrection. 

 It is also a great time to focus on new things and so after Easter we will 
be running a Benefice wide study group (dates and times to follow). The 
eight-week Prayer Course will help us as individuals and as a community to 
grow and deepen our prayer life. 

 When I was applying to become the vicar of East Lonsdale Benefice I 
was sent the Benefice Profile which included the vision of the benefice.  
„We want to grow as individual Christians, grow as churches, and grow 
God’s kingdom in our communities.‟  

Everything we do must start with prayer therefore by attending the 
prayer course my hope is as a benefice it will encourage and equip us to 
become courageous in our prayers as we seek God‟s will in this place and 
share his love.  

For more information about the course please visit - 
https://prayercourse.org/home/ or contact me.  

Part of the role of a vicar is to say Morning Prayer every day and so I 
have decided each week to say morning prayer in a different church within 
the benefice. Usually I will be praying in the church on Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday at 9am (please look at the service timetables for any 
changes). This is a short, said service of about 20 minutes following the daily 
lectionary with some time for reflection and is open to everyone. It also 
enables me to meet with people in the parish for a catch up and a chat over a 
brew after the service. God bless Jane 
  



Holy Trinity, Wray 
At last we are getting back to normal. Messy Church on 27th February was a 
good starting point with lots of children and parents enjoying activities 
followed by refreshments.  
A new coffee morning that will become a regular feature on the last Monday 
of the month took place on 28th February with 14 people attending. It is 
hoped people will enjoy this regular get together. Our first service taken by 
the Reverend Jane was on 13th March. There will be a Messy Church lead by 
Reverend Jane on 27th March at 4pm. Everybody is welcome. Another 
congregation led service is planned for 11am on 3rd April. This simple service 
is enjoyed by those attending. Services for Easter week will be placed on the 
notice board. Wray Scarecrow Week starts on 23rd April and our catering day 
in the Institute is on Friday 29th. Please volunteer to help in you can. Contact 
Judith on 21120.                  Judith Wrigley 
 

St. Peter’s  Leck 
 We are so pleased that our church services are feeling more normal by the 
week and we are so delighted to meet and welcome Jane to our community! 
The induction service at Tunstall was hugely uplifting and encouraging. It was 
lovely to have Jane lead us in worship in Leck. We are facing the future with 
confidence. However, we are all totally appalled and horrified by the situation 
in Ukraine. We have been able to make a donation already to the Red Cross 
and we are looking at how we can help in addition. We send love and prayers 
for peace and will continue to do so. Closer to home, over the winter, we have 
sadly lost three members of our neighbourhood and have been able to help 
each of the families with inevitably difficult but important funeral services. We 
are busy planning the months ahead and how to celebrate the Queen‟s 
Jubilee. We are hoping to plant a tree in the churchyard and are looking 
forward to the special services being held in the Benefice. You may have 
noticed that we have yet another problem with our clock which we hope will 
be fixed soon. How is it possible for a clock to have so many problems? 
Otherwise, St Peter‟s church is in good order and is worth a visit any time but 
especially when the spring flowers arrive and we welcome everyone to our 
services.                      Joan and Rebecca 
 

St James the Less 
We look forward to the special services and events planned for the coming 
months. As a Church we all feel more positive and excited with what lies 
ahead, especially now that the Benefice has a full time vicar. We were 
delighted to have Reverend Jane to take an evening service on Ash 
Wednesday which was well attended and we hope that our congregation 
increases with each service. Activities have restarted in full with Wenning 
Voices on a Thursday evening, Stitch and Chatter once a month on a Friday 
morning and hopefully more to come. Mothering Sunday and Easter Sunday 
will be special services for us all to enjoy.                  Helen Bramley 



St. Johns, Tunstall 
It was with great sadness that we said goodbye to Desmond O‟Brien who has 
been one of the most dignified and truly special gentlemen in our community. 
We learnt so much about his incredible career in the generous tributes and 
Sister Sue gave a fitting address. He will remain in our thoughts and prayers 
as are Sue and Tamsin. Three days later followed a most joyous occasion as 
we welcomed the Reverend Jane Lee at her Institution by Bishop Julian and 
Archdeacon David who were very engaging. We were blessed with a dry 
evening and a full church. Thanks all six Churches for helping and being 
involved all through the service. A considerable sum was raised for the 
Bishop‟s Ordination Fund: thank you. Thanks to Bishop Julian and best 
wishes for his coming retirement. We welcome Rev Jane and Tim, Grace and 
Jacob into our parish and hope they settle and are happy in our lovely part of 
the world and that Jane enjoys her Ministry. It is lovely to have Peter 
Entwistle back at the organ: Our thanks to all the organists who are helping 
and have helped out over the past months. Further appreciation is due to 
everyone supporting our Lent lunches: we raised a fantastic £320 at the first 
one which is going to our friends in Krakow who are looking after Ukrainian 
refugees first hand. Our next lunches are on 25 March and 8 April. If you can 
join us please do; it is a social affair. Craft Classes are now up and running. 
We had fun this week doing watercolours and would love you to join us next 
time on 11 April and then 9 May. We learn a new skill and enjoy each other‟s 
company, not to mention tea and cake. Thank you to all for your support.             
Sue Hunter  
 

Church of the Good Shepherd  
We were very pleased to welcome Jane to her first Communion Service in the 
Benefice on 27th February. This marked a return to our weekly pattern of 
services. In January Jenny Griggs (Natural England) and Rachel Hardy 
(Faiths4Change) visited the churchyard and recorded a short video about the 
work that we have done to improve wildlife habitat. This will be included in a 
video about the Forest of Bowland. Jenny works to engage voluntary, 
community, faith and social groups in nature recovery; creating wildlife 
corridors and steppingstones. As Scarecrow Week will take place this year 
we will be catering in Wray Institute on 23rd April. On May 1st we will have a 
lambing service and on Wesley Sunday, 22nd May we will welcome Jane 
Mansergh to preach. A small group have started meeting to plan our Jubilee 
Lunch which will take place at the Old School on 5th June after a celebration 
service in church. 
Summer events: dates to keep 
Saturday 30th July: Tunstall to Tunstall House (Tatham Fells) The walk is 
open to interested local historians and all the Benefice. Details later.  
Saturday 6th August: Guitar Concert at The Good Shepherd - The very 
welcome return of Finbarr Malafronte. 7.30pm Tickets on sale from May £15. 

Helen Wilkinson 



CALENDAR OF SERVICES FOR APRIL AND MAY 
BCP = BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER 

 
APRIL 
Sunday 3

RD
, Fifth Sunday of Lent 

  9.30am          Morning Service  Melling  Jane                                    
11.00am          Morning Service  Tatham Fells Norman & Ann 
11.00am       Morning Worship   Wray   Congregation 
11.00am       Holy Communion  Leck   Jane 
 
Sunday 10

th
, Palm Sunday  

 9.30am           Holy Communion  Wray     Jane                       
11.00am          Holy Communion             Tunstall  Jane 
11.00am      Morning Service  Tatham  Peter 
 2.15pm      Evening Prayer (BCP) Tatham Fells Jane 
 
14

th
 Maundy Thursday  

  9.30am          Holy Communion        Melling  Jane       
     
15

th
, Good Friday 

10.00am      Children‟s Workshop Wray Institute Mary 
10.00am      Good Friday Service Leck   Jane 
12.00 noon      Devotional Service  Wray   Jane 
 2.00pm      Devotional Service  Tatham Fells Jane 
 
Sunday, 17

th
 Easter Day  

 9.30am          Holy Communion         Wray   Frank/Mabel Parr 
 9.30am     Holy Communion  Tatham Fells Jane  
11.00am         Holy Communion  Tatham  Norman & Ann 
11.00am         Holy Communion  Melling  Jane 
11.00am     Holy Communion  Tunstall  Sister OCMM 
 
Sunday 24

th
, Second Sunday of Easter 

09.30am     Morning Service  Wray    Peter 
09.30am     Morning Service  Tatham Fells Jane 
11.00am     Holy Communion  Tatham  Jane 
11.00am     Morning Service  Leck   Congregation  
 
MAY 
Sunday 1

ST
,Third Sunday of Easter 

 

 9.30am         Morning Worship         Melling              Jennifer         
11.00am        Service for            Tatham Fells   Peter     
     Lambing Sunday 
11.00am        Holy Communion        Tunstall               Jane 
 2.00pm    Songs of Praise    Wray    Mary 



Sunday 8
th

, Fourth Sunday of Easter   
  9.30am         Holy Communion          Wray              Jane                              
11.00am         Morning Service  Tatham         Norman and Ann             
11.00am         Holy Communion         Leck   Jane   
  6.30pm         Evening Prayer (BCP)   Tatham Fells       Peter          
 

Sunday 15
th

, Fifth Sunday of Easter           
  9:30 am     Holy Communion  Tatham Fells Jane 
11.00 am        Morning Service  Wray   Norman and Ann    
11.00am         Holy Communion        Melling              Jane       
11.00am         Morning Service  Tunstall  Mary         
           
Sunday 22

nd
, Sixth Sunday of Easter  

  9.30am        Morning Service  Wray   Jane 
  9.30am      Wesley Sunday Service Tatham Fells Peter  
11.00am        Holy Communion      Tatham            Jane     
11.00am        Morning Service  Leck      Congregation 
 
Thursday 26

th
, Ascension Day 

 7.00pm Holy Communion  Leck   Jane 
 
Sunday 29

th
, Seventh Sunday of Easter 

11.00am       Benefice Communion  Wray   Jane 
                     for all six churches 
 
 

REGISTERS 
Funerals 
Leck 
Eric Richard Parrott, passed away 9 November 2021 aged 66 and 
Margaret Preece   passed away 4 January 2022 aged 88. 
 
 
Weekday Services during April and May   
Jane will be saying Morning Prayer in church, starting at 9.00am, on  
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays (unless otherwise specified).   
Anyone is welcome to join her at the churches in the weeks beginning: 
 
April 4

th
    St. John the Baptist Tunstall                                                                                         

April 11
th
       Holy Trinity, Wray (Mon, Wed, Thurs) 

April 18
th
    St Wilfrid, Melling (Wed, Thurs, Friday) 

April 25
th
    St James the Less, Tatham 

May 9
th
    St Peter, Leck 

May 16
th
    Church of the Good Shepherd, Tatham Fells (Mon, Wed, Fri)                                                                                          

May 30
th
    St John the Baptist, Tunstall (Wed, Thurs, Fri) 



Melling St Wilfrid CE Primary School News 
This week we have been very excited to meet our new Vicar Rev‟d 
Jane Lee and are looking 

forward to getting to know her. She 
explained about Shrove Tuesday 
and Ash Wednesday and brought 
ashes to show us.  We have lots of 
exciting things planned with Revd. 
Jane and are looking forward to 
working together. Our infants 
thoroughly enjoyed a trip to 
Clitheroe Castle. They investigated 
swords and dragons. Finding out 
all about life in a castle in times 
gone by. Here they are learning 
how to fend off a dragon. As spring 
time is beginning to appear the 
infants have been able to enjoy a 
woodland walk. Learning all about 
„The Wild Woods‟.  An amazing 
effort was made by families and 
staff for world book day. We spent 
the day sharing books, having a 
book fashion parade, exploring book sticks outside and making bookmarks. 
 
Tatham Fells CE (VC) Primary News  
‘Roots to Grow, Wings to fly, Faith to flourish’ 
We have enjoyed book week with some fantastic costumes and the children 
could all talk about their book characters. It also gave us the opportunity to 
share books with our friends and tell others about the books we like.  

 Just before half term we 
held a Wedding Breakfast in 
school as our KS2 teacher 
was getting married. We 
dressed in our party outfits, 
had afternoon tea, danced, 
had speeches and raised a 
toast to the happy couple. 
We wish Mr and Mrs Kay a 
happy future. We even got 
wedding favours to take 
home and the Y6 children 
were Master of Ceremonies, 
photographers, 

videographers and event organisers.  As part of the Kings and Queens topic 



our Infant class enjoyed a visit to Clitheroe Castle finding out all about 
dragons and the way people used to live in castles. They practised slaying 
dragons and explored the castle.  We are looking forward to meeting our new 
vicar Revd Jane next week for worship following her inauguration at Tunstall. 
We have lots of dates scheduled and look forward to working with her. 
Toddlers/ pre-schoolers and their families are welcome to join us at 1pm 
every Tuesday afternoon for Diddi dance. After Easter we are opening our 
Nursery class up for full day care from 8am- 5pm on Monday and Tuesdays.           
Mrs Ip  Headteacher 
 
Media over the Winter…  
I wonder why few babies - if any - are given the name Nicodemus. It doesn‟t 
seem high in the lists. „Nico‟? Some of us up and down East Lonsdale have 
been watching „The Chosen‟ the Monday film night brought about by Jennifer 
Brook-Thomson from Melling and very kindly zoom-hosted by Richard and 
Rosemary Parsons. Yes, it is American; yes, it is well-acted and well 
produced, if dark at night times, especially when Nicodemus, an old man and 
of status, braves a great deal to go to see Jesus in the face of Roman 
oppression. Yes, you might need a box of tissues, Jennifer says. One 
evening in February, having followed Part one „The Calling of the Disciples‟ 
until into the New Year, we returned to watch the Christmas story, of the birth 
of Jesus in Bethlehem, thoughtfully linked with Mary telling her story to Mary 
Magdalene thence to Luke – and the origin of her Magnificat. One of the 
strengths of the film, we are noticing and remarking on, are the strong Old 
Testament links with the New. One of the best things about The Chosen are 
the questions it raises and our spontaneous discussion afterwards. Over the 
winter, the „Archers‟ raised another (radio) drama, that Harrison (the 
Ambridge policeman) hadn‟t been baptised as a baby. This is worrying him 
since he was persuaded to play Jesus in the winter mystery play and he 
wonders if he deserved to do so. We wait to hear what happens next. Maybe 
it will be this spring… Church: on the subject of miracles, for example the 
wedding at Cana (Jesus changing water into wine) Norman, at Tatham Fells 
says - and this was a recent sermon - that we might ask how could this 
happen, whereas Old Testament readers of the Bible might have asked: what 
does this mean? And he goes on to explain the ancient symbolism in the 
story. There is so much to think about. „The Chosen‟ will continue in the 
Autumn.                    Sara Mason 
 

 

TATHAM JUBILEE ‘BIG LUNCH’ 
AT LOWGILL OLD SCHOOL, SUNDAY 5

TH
 JUNE, 12.00 

preceded by a CELEBRATION in church of our Queen’s Jubilee, 11.00 
All parishioners, families and friends are welcome to church,  
Big Lunch, and fun for all ages.         Tickets available soon. 

 



And more events! 

 
EXHIBITION Coming of the Spirit   30 April – 24 June 2022 

The harsh landscape of the 
North, from Settle to Shetland, is 
the inspiration behind Peter 
Osborne‟s second exhibition at 
Gallery on the Green in two and 
a half years. In 2019 he showed 
his water colours of the out barns 
of Bowland, drawing attention to 
the deteriorating state of 
buildings that once were central 
to the local farming economy. 
For his new exhibition he uses 



the deeper and more intense oil pastels to look at the relationship between 
the hard landscape of the North and its spiritual history.  The Lancaster based 
artists says: “The title „Oil Pastel North‟ is two-fold: medium and subject, but 
they combine in a particular way.  The subject „North‟ is, physically, from 
Settle to Shetland, but more deeply something else.  North is hard and 
challenging, further north more spiritual.  In the exhibition the physical things 
seen and the spiritual things encountered are juxtaposed:  near a Shetland 
cliff where the sea smashes into a wound of a geo, is the martyrdom of 
Edmond (from Pickering Church) into whose flesh tear the arrows.  The 
weather-beaten rocks of Brimham reflect the damage to an ancient Anglo-
Saxon reredos.  Weather-torn posts on the bare fells take on the persona of 
the „old rugged cross‟.  Thus images are shown together less by subject than 
for deeper rapport.  “In the small scale of the Gallery on the Green these 
themes need more intensity than water-colour can give but which oil pastel 
can.  It is not good for detail but it has a density in both colour and 
application.  It offers richness of colour, with clear hues and contrasts, and 
also the possibility of more expressive marks and handling, even impasto.  It 
feels more suitable for accommodating the hardness and suffering if the 
subject.” Peter Osborne was born in Norfolk. His early memories are of 
foghorns at sea and bitterns booming!  Aged seven, he was invited by bird 
artist Roland Green to learn in his studio: cleaning brushes, meeting artist 
friends and learning to  draw.  After university he undertook post-graduate 
study at the Courtauld Institute, before going on to lecture at art colleges in 
Lancaster and Blackpool, eventually becoming  head of school at Blackburn. 

Peter has 
exhibited at 
Abbot Hall. 
London Regent 
Street and the 
Yorkshire 
Sculpture Park  
He has also 
featured in the 
Lunesdale 
Studio Trail.  He 
is chairman of  
Christian Arts, 
and in that 
capacity has 
exhibited in 
Worcester  

GOLGOTHA STUMP 
 
Cathedral and Lancaster Priory Church.                    Peter Osbourne 
 



 

 
B & W Funerals (Brown & Whittaker) 
James G MacDonald & Tara Wilson 

 
24 Hour Service  Private Chapel of Rest 

 

 
 

Ingleton, Burton, Bentham, Austwick, 
Clapham,9 Settle, Wray, Hornby, Caton, 

Kirkby Lonsdale & surrounding areas 
We offer our own Funeral Plans on 

request: jmfunerals@gmail.com 
6 Chapel Lane, Ingleton, Carnforth, 

LA6 3FX 
Tel: 015242 41293 Mob: 07758002260 

 

TUFFET 
Weekly upholstery classes for all levels 
Every Wed am/pm and Thurs am 

at Tatham near Low Bentham 
New 1-day workshops to make a new 
footstool or bed headboard in a day  

Available on Saturdays 
Or commission a bespoke footstool 

in any size and fabric 
Contact Sue Marsden 07836 500 091 

Or email sue@tuffett.co.uk  
 

R T Harrison & Son 
Traditional Dry Stone Walling 
Local business specialising in  
traditional dry stone walling  

and mortar stone walling 
All tasks considered.  

 Facebook page „R T Harrison & Son‟ 
No charge for an estimate 

Contact: 07792 901 822 
OR 015242 21494 

 

 
WILLIAM TAYLOR 

ALL ODD JOBS UNDERTAKEN 
Painting, garden clearing, Drains 
cleared, Stone Walling, Building 

repairs. Mini digger hire. 
 

Ring William on 07855 990 068 or  
015242 74233 

 

WHY NOT ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS IN THE BELL? 

For £40 annual subscription  you can advertise your services  to 

all our readers in the benefice.  For further details please contact 

Marilyn at lyn201@live.co.uk or telephone on 07388699271 

mailto:jmfunerals@gmail.com
mailto:sue@tuffett.co.uk
mailto:lyn201@live.co.uk
http://www.funeralservicesheets.co.uk/Cross 013.gif

